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GFWC Cathlamet Presentation-95th Anniversary 

Photo Contest Entries 

 

 

 

 

WA State delegation traveled to Atlanta for the GFWC 

Convention. Left: Carlene Garner, Susan Tyler, Cindy 

Bassage, Martha Curwen, Kim Skagen (Mabel), Nancy 

Jones, Nancy Burdick. Right: Cindy Bassage carried our 

stateôs flag ahead of GFWC-WS President Kim Skagen 

during the opening processional. 

 

STATE PRESIDENTSô DINNER OUT ðKim Skagen 

is 7th from left in front row. 

A RED AFFAIR GALAðFront row L to R: Carlene  

Garner,  Shannon Bailey, GFWC Director of Jr. Clubs.   

Suellen Brazil, GFWC International President, Kim 

Skagen. 2nd Row: Nancy Burdick, Nancy Jones,    

Martha Curwen, Susan Tyler, Tina Bair and Cindy    

Bassage. 
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Past International Presidentsôs Tea 

Washington Stateôs Carlene Garner, GFWC              

International President 2020-2012 (left) and Suellen 

Brazil GFWC International President 2024-2026. 

Lindsay Cobb  from Shot@Life, Kim 

Skagen and Susan  Tyler, our stateôs 

long-time advocate for Shot for Life 

GFWC Membership Committee Work Session 

Washington Stateôs own Nancy Burdick shown here stand-

ing wearing a blue jacket, serves on this committee.   

Kim Skagen takes Susanôs         

challenge and wears  her ñMeaslesò 

hat while posing for the award      

picture. 
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Well, hello, how is it August already? 

What a great summer we have had!  A little too hot for me personally, 
but lovely none-the-less! Been seeing all the posts on Facebook of your 
great events and outings, so many fun things!  Busy clubs are happy 
clubs!  

I had the pleasure of traveling to (hot) Atlanta 
with several other ladies in June. Carlene   
Garner, Martha Curwen, Cindy Bassage, Nancy 
Burdick, Susan Tyler, and Nancy Jones joined 
me as we represented Washington State.  We 
had a great time, made even better by State 
Past President Tina Bair joining us for our 
group dinner outing and our state photo with 
Madame President Suellen Brazil and Director 
Shannon Bailey. The tour to experience the 
Jimmy Carter Presidential Library and Museum 
was incredible.  What a lovely exhibit, the grounds are beautiful!  This was 
my first visit to a Presidential Library, but it will not be my last.  We also en-
joyed lunch at the Swan Coach House, which served the most incredible-
tasting chicken salad I have ever had!  

GFWC Convention in Atlanta was very good to Washington State!  I am honored that I was able to 
stand and accept 4 (FOUR!) awards on behalf of our state!  You ladies are INCREDIBLE and now the 
entire organization knows it!  Of course, the one that speaks the most to my hearté Advocates for 
Children!!! I specifically did not pick a project, but a focus area and the members of our state have 
stepped up and met my challenge! Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!!!  What an amazing thing!  We 
also brought home certificates for Leadership, Health and Wellness, and Shot@Life!  Again, so incredi-
ble!  There are pictures in the pages of this newsletter of our awards, and you might even find one of 
me and/or Susan Tyler, immediate State Past President, wearing a sparkly green hat with red flair!  
Susan challenged me to wear her ñMeaslesò hat to accept the award if we won and of course I could 
not say no to that!! 

Sitting at the ESO breakfast function at Convention, I had an óahaô 
moment and now we have the subject of our State   Challenge for the 
second half of the year!  The table center pieces were all diaper cakes 
served up with a side of childrenôs books.  All the details are on the 
flyer in this newsletter but now thru the end of Advocates for Chil-
drenôs week (October 19 thru 25) collect and donate books for chil-
dren of all ages!  Wait til you see what our target is for this one! 
Speaking of ESO, how many books have you read and logged this 
year?  Remember, every read counts!  

Looking forward, our Fall Board will be combined with our Day of Ser-
vice event. Mark your calendars for Saturday September 27th.  We 
have some of the plans laid out but not all of them finalized yet so the 
full Call to Board will be coming soon.  I had hoped to have it ready 
here with the newsletter, but life decided otherwise. I will include the 
registration and details we do have about Friday night and the hotel 
(all optional!), and Saturday so you can still register now and start 
getting ready!  

If you are not attending Fall Board, please consider a Day of Service 
event within your own club!  It does not have to be on Saturday, any 
time that week is still valid and just as equally as important! 

Late August, a few of us head to Salt Lake City, UT for GFWC Board of Directors and early September 
we head to Long Beach, CA for WSR!  Are you ready to attend your first region meeting?  This would 
be a good one to get to!  California has been making plans since we last met in Seattle and should be 
putting on a great time!  Thank you all for your support and endorsement to run for WSR Treasurer!  
The Call to Conference and all pertinent details are posted on our website homepage, check it out!  
https://www.gfwcws.org 

Would love to see all of you at a meeting near you!   

xo Kim  

https://www.gfwcws.org
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GFWC-WS Fall Board 

& International Day of Service 

Friday September 26th, 2025 (optional) 

Dinner, Hotel, Budget & Finance Meeting 

 

                               Saturday September 27th, 2025  

9:30 am to 3:00 pm (or soȼ) 

(everyone is welcome ENCOURAGED to attend)  

Location:  Sumner VFW 

1705 Willow St 

Sumner, WA  98390 

Cost - $25 ȼ includes Registration and Saturday lunch 

(purposefully keeping the costs low to encourage more attendance!) 

Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Club(s) / Position(s) ___________________________________________________ 

E-mail ______________________________________  Phone __________________ 

 

Missing your Green WA State Badge or just want an extra??  

NAME as you want it  _________________________________________   

PIN back   _________   or MAGNETIC back  _________ 

Include $15 for each badge ordered 

 

Send Cash or Checks payable to GFWC-WS, with completed form to: 

Jeanette Jester  

4211 NE Franklin Street 

Camas, WA  98607 

 

Questions, comments, concerns??  Kim / daiziedot@yahoo.com / 253.261.9241 

Members Always Bring Extra Love 

 

mailto:daiziedot@yahoo.com
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Friday September 26th Ȱ completely optional!  

Holiday Inn Express, Sumner - нрлл мосǘƘ !ǾŜ /ǘ 9Σ {ǳƳƴŜǊΣ ²! фуофл 

{ƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǊƻƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŀƴŘκƻǊ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ς ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŎǳǊŜŘ ŀ ōƭƻŎƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜŀǊōȅ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ {ǳƳƴŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ 5.[ vǳŜŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ Ƙƻǘ ōǊŜŀƪŦŀǎǘ ōǳũŜǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻǊƴπ
ƛƴƎΦ  /ƻǎǘ ƛǎ ϷмрфΗ  .ƻƻƪ ǎƻƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻŎƪ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мнǘƘΦ  /ŀƭƭ нро-нфф-лнлр ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ CŜŘŜǊŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳōǎ .ƭƻŎƪ ƻǊ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ōƻƻƪΧ  .ƻƻƪ bh² 
/ƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴƪΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻŀŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ƘƻƳŜǇŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΣ ǎŎǊƻƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻǧƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ 
нсǘƘ -нуǘƘ ǿƛƭƭ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǝŎŀƭƭȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘŜΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǿŀƴǘ ōƻǘƘ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΣ ōŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƎŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ ƘƛǩƴƎ ǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉǳƭƭ ǳǇ ǊƻƻƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ 
Branks BBQ, Sumner -  мотлм нпǘƘ {ǘ 9Σ {ǳƳƴŜǊΣ ²! фуофл 

Wƻƛƴ ǳǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ рǇƳ ŦƻǊ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ .Ǌŀƴƪǎ ..vΣ Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ 
ƎǊƻǳǇ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻΣ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ 
ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΗ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦōǊŀƴƪǎōōǉΦŎƻƳκ 
Budget & Finance Meeting, 7pm(ish) - ƘƻǘŜƭ ŘƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƻǊ Ƴȅ ǊƻƻƳ 

Saturday September 27 Ȱ Fall Board & Day of Service  

9:30 am Ȱ Social and Coffee Hour 

ϝ.ǊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ȅǳƳƳȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΗ  YƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΗ 

YŜǳǊƛƎ ϧ 5ǊƛǇ /ƻũŜŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΣ ōǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ǇƻŘǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƳǳƎΗ 

 

10:00 am - Welcome, Call to Order 

 

Lunchtime - Farrelliȴs Pizza, Sumner -  
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƭǳƴŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƛȊȊŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƭŀŘǎ ŦǊƻƳ CŀǊǊŜƭƭƛΩǎΦ   
5ǊƛƴƪǎΣ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻƪƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 

tŜǊŦŜŎǘ tŜǇǇŜǊƻƴƛ ς wŜŘ {ŀǳŎŜ ōŀǎŜ ϝϝDƭǳǘŜƴ CǊŜŜ ŎǊǳǎǘ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

[ƻŀŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ wƻǎŀ DǊŀƴŘŜ ŎǊƛǎǇ ϧ ŎǳǊƭ ǇŜǇǇŜǊƻƴƛΣ Dŀƭōŀƴƛ ƳƻȊȊŀǊŜƭƭŀ ϧ ǇǊƻǾƻƭƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΦ  

aŜŀǘŜŀǘŜǊ ς wŜŘ {ŀǳŎŜ ōŀǎŜ 

¢ƻǇǇŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ wƻǎŀ DǊŀƴŘŜ ŎǊƛǎǇ ϧ ŎǳǊƭ ǇŜǇǇŜǊƻƴƛΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦŜƴƴŜƭ ǎŀǳǎŀƎŜΣ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ōŀŎƻƴΣ ǎŀƭŀπ
ƳƛΣ Dŀƭōŀƴƛ ƳƻȊȊŀǊŜƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƻƭƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΦ  

Cŀǿŀƛƛŀƴ ς wŜŘ {ŀǳŎŜ ōŀǎŜ 

/ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ōŀŎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƭŜ ǇƛƴŜŀǇǇƭŜ ōƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Dŀƭōŀƴƛ ƳƻȊȊŀǊŜƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƻƭƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΦ  

WŀƳŜǎΩ CŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ  -  !ƭŦǊŜŘƻ ǎŀǳŎŜ ōŀǎŜ 

hǾŜƴ-ǊƻŀǎǘŜŘ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴΣ ŎǊƛǎǇȅ ōŀŎƻƴΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŦŜƴƴŜƭ ǎŀǳǎŀƎŜΣ ƳƛƴŎŜŘ ƎŀǊƭƛŎΣ ŎƘŜŘŘŀǊΣ Dŀƭōŀƴƻ 
ƳƻȊȊŀǊŜƭƭŀ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƻƭƻƴŜ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΦ 

CǊŜǎƘ IƻǳǎŜ {ŀƭŀŘΥ   /ǳǘ ǊƻƳŀƛƴŜΣ ǇǊƻǾƻƭƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻȊȊŀǊŜƭƭŀ ŎƘŜŜǎŜΣ ōƭŀŎƪ ƻƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŎǳŎǳƳōŜǊǎΣ 
ǊŜŘ ƻƴƛƻƴΣ ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎ ϧ ŎǊƻǳǘƻƴǎΦ  5ǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜǎ 

/ƭŀǎǎƛŎ /ŀŜǎŀǊΥ   /ǳǘ ǊƻƳŀƛƴŜΣ /ŀŜǎŀǊ ŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ŦǊŜǎƘ-ƎǊŀǘŜŘ ǇŀǊƳŜǎŀƴ ŎƘŜŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƻǳǘƻƴǎ 

 
Questions, comments, concerns??  Kim / daiziedot@yahoo.com / 253.261.9241 

Members Always Bring Extra Love 

 

https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=SEASU&checkInDate=26&checkInMonthYear=082025&checkOutDate=28&checkOutMonthYear=082025&_PMID=99801505&GPC=FWC&cn=no&adjustMonth=false&showApp=true&monthIndex=00
https://www.branksbbq.com/
mailto:daiziedot@yahoo.com
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Ladies, 

 

As of August 2, 2025, the following GFWC-Washington State clubs show as being 

registered for Day of Service: 

     GFWC Washington 

     GFWC Apple Blossom 

     GFWC Avalon Womenôs Club 

     GFWC Camas Washougal 

     GFWC Cathlamet Womanôs Club 

     GFWC Chambers Bay Womenôs Club 

     GFWC Commencement Bay 

     GFWC Kitsap Peninsula 

     GFWC Moses Lake 

     GFWC Sokico Womanôs Club 

     GFWC Tacoma 

Please reach out to Kim Skagen or to GFWC directly if you believe you have            

registered and should be on this list. 

 

 

Clubwoman Editorôs Note: Please take action photos of your clubôs activity 

and submit them to the Clubwoman email address for publication in the winter 

edition of our newsletter. 
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Stack óEm Up 

Introducing Challenge #2!   

Starting now thru the end of Advocates for Childrenôs week, October 25, collect chil-

drenôs books of any variety or age and donate to organizations or schools  

in your local communities and neighborhoods! 

Books can be anything from board books to coloring books, Dr. Seuss to grade 

school chapter books, the choice is all yours! Each book counts as one. Same as be-

fore, collect your totals, make delivery, and send an email to:  

  ( daiziedot@yahoo.com ) with the total number of books donated!  

Some of you might recognize the target number as something elseé 1896 is the 

year we federated GFWC Washington State.  Seemed like a perfect goal for this 

challenge.  We blew the diaper challenge goal out of the water, letôs see what we can 

do with the books! No matter what, the children will all be the winners!  

 

                   

 

     мΣуфс  

   
    

   

    

  

 

mailto:daiziedot@yahoo.com
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DC²/ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ 

.ŀƎ ¢ŀƎǎ 

 

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ΨǊŜǇΩ DC²/Κ   5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜΚ  
5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ΣΨ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ DC²/ΩΚ 

!ǎ ŀ {ǘŀǘŜ ŦǳƴŘǊŀƛǎŜǊΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ .ŀƎ ¢ŀƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŦƻǊ ϷолΗ  LƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ƳŜǘŀƭ ǊƛƴƎ  
ŦƻǊ ŀǧŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƻǘŜΣ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪΣ ƻǊΧΦ .Ŝ ŎǊŜŀǝǾŜΗ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ YƛƳ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ƻƴŜΗ    ŘŀƛȊƛŜŘƻǘϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

ƻǊ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ Cŀƭƭ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΗ   

 

mailto:daiziedot@yahoo.com
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As your president elect for GFWC-WS I am beginning to make plans for the 2026-

2028 Administration. 

I have talked with some of you and am excited to say that I have filled several of the 
chairs and appointed board positions.  If you are interested in serving in any capacity 
during the 2026-2028 administration, please give me call.  253-232-3548 or email 
clbassage@comcast.net   
 

Also, if you have any ideas for convention speakers/projects please share them with 

me.  Your opinion matters and is important to me. 

I am looking forward to the 2026-2028 administration. 

 

Cindy Bassage 

GFWC-WS President Elect  

 

LEADERSHIP  

Ladies 

Washington State did not have a LEADS Candidate for the 2025 GFWC Convention  in Atlanta.  We 

really want to send a candidate to Scottsdale, Arizona, in 2026 to represent our state.  Please con-

sider applying yourself or encouraging a club member to attend.  Information about LEADS is on the 

next page, followed by the LEADS APPLICATION. 

Any questions please feel free to contact me.  I am happy to assist in any way that I can. 

Cindy Bassage, GFWC-WS Leadership Chair 

A Note from your 
President-Elect 

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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LEADERSHIP, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 

(LEADS) 
 

 

 

Contact Cindy Bassage,  253-564-3304 or clbassage@comcast.net   

 
Club women are encouraged to apply as a LEADS candidate.  Below you will find all the information you need.  

But should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me.  I would be happy to    

assist you in finding answers to your questions. 

 
-LEADS- 

Leadership, Education and Development Seminar. Turning todayôs clubwomen into tomorrowôs leaders. 

 

In 2001 GFWC conceived the idea to begin a training program for leaders.  Today many ñfutureò leaders have 

gone through the LEADS training, and many are now serving in leadership roles for their clubs, districts, states 

and even GFWC.   

 

From the beginning of the program and through 2023, GFWC Washington State had a candidate attend each of 

the seminars.  I am a proud graduate of the LEADS Seminar in 2021. What an enjoyable experience.  Currently, 

as our membership ages, we  are losing members interested in participating in this great seminar.  Think about 

who in your club is a secret leader and encourage her to complete the application.  Applications are due Febru-

ary 15
th
, 2026.   

 
GFWC  suggests the following criteria for those interested in applying for this ñonce in a life time adventureò.  

The Seminar is held on the day prior to the opening of the GFWC Convention,  June 26, 2026 in Scottsdale,    

Arizona. The convention dates are June 27-29
th
.   

 

Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club level as an active club president, club officer, or club pro-
ject or committee chair  

Exhibits a commitment to the Federation  

Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mission of community service, illustrated by programs and pro-
jects in which she is or has been involved  

Demonstrates leadership skills, including, but not limited to, organization, responsibility, trustworthiness, 
enthusiasm, and flexibility  

Exhibits an interest in and willingness to pursue higher leadership positions in GFWC  

Agrees to share information gained from participation in LEADS with others in GFWC-WS and try to attend 
and share at the Fall GFWC WSR region conference.  

Has not held elected positions at or beyond the state level  

Is a current dues paying member and has not attended a previous LEADS program.   

 

LEADS attendees are expected to be responsible for a portion of their expenses as an affirmation of their per-

sonal commitment and are responsible for making their own travel and lodging arrangements.  

  
LEADS attendees receive:   

Transportation and lodging stipend of $325.00 from GFWC, Checks are distributed to attendees at the   
completion of the seminar.  

Lunch during the LEADS program (no registration fee is required)  

Additional travel stipend of $250 from GFWC-WS.  

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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GFWC-WS LEADERSHIP EDUCTION and DEVELOPMENT 

SEMINAR (LEADS) 

APPLICATION FORM  

 

Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Address: 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ____________  

Phone: _________________________________   Email: _______________________________ 

Club: ___________________________________   

District: _________________________________ 

Please answer the following questions in as much detail as possible: 

(Attach a separate sheet of paper if more space is needed)  

List of all local club offices and/or chairmanships held:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

List of all District offices and/or chairmanships held:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

List of GFWC club/District programs/projects in which involved:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

List positions at the District, State Federation, and/or national level in which you are interested:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you willing to:  

Cover costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered by GFWC or state? Yes, ___ No ___  

Share what you have learned at LEADS with your stateôs members? Yes, ___ No ___  

Share what you have learned at LEADS at your Region Conference? Yes, ___ No ___  

Return this form, along with two letters of support from active GFWC club members to Cindy Bassage by February 
15, 2026 clbassage@comcast.net or 9626 57

th
 ST CT W University Place, WA 98467 

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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Nominating 

Committee 

Report  

 

We are at the halfway point 

of the 2024-2026 Administra-

tion and it is time to start 

thinking about candidates for next Administration. Please read the following By-Law 

carefully: 

 

ARTCLE IV ï OFFICERS AND DUTIES Section 4.1 Officers. A. Elected       

Officers of GFWC-WS shall be President, President-elect, Vice-President, 

Secretary, and Treasurer. B. Appointed officers shall be Administrative       

Secretary, Financial Secretary, and Endowment Trustee. Section 4.2 Eligibil-

ity. Officers must have active membership in a GFWC-WS club in good stand-

ing. A. Candidates for elected offices must be endorsed by their district, and 

no more than two elected officers from any one district may serve              

concurrently.  B. Candidates for the offices of President, President-elect; and 

Vice-President shall have served as a District President. 

 

The current President Elect is from Peninsula District and the district will be endors-

ing a candidate for Treasurer. Therefore, the candidates for the remaining offices 

will need to come from other districts according to the Bylaws.  

Thank you to those who have and who will step up to keep our state organization 

running.  

Martha Curwen, Brianne Palomino, Carol Styles 

GFWC-WS Nominating Committee                                               
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GFWC Washington State is happy to welcome the members of GFWC Cowlitz Lewis Womenôs 

Service Club! They are currently meeting on the first Saturday of the month at the Longview Li-

brary. The club president is Jennifer Wintczak, and they have 9 members. They worked on a tat-

tered flag project. We came away with about 100 little Ziplock bags to be handed out to veterans. 

Everyone took some and the club president took others to drop off at the VFW and American Le-

gion locations in Longview. 

Looking for Members? 

Who do you know who might be interested in joining your club or even forming a new club? 

Here are a few ideas: 

 

 Transfers from other states 

Speakers 

Public officials 

School 

Preschool moms 

Moms at sporting events 

Friends from high school 

Exercise class 

Friends of other club members. 

Neighbors 

Relatives 

Co-workers 

Church  

Other Organizations  

Social Media groups 

Form a partnership with another organization. 

Teachers 

Donôt decide that they donôt have time. Ask them to join and let them decide if they have 

time. Encourage them to join and let them know what a great organization GFWC is! 

Friendship is one of the best benefits of GFWC. You can make friends in your club, the district, 

state and even members in other states. You will form friendships with other organizations that 

you support and do projects with.  

Learn Leadership Skills as you work on projects or become an officer in your club and district. 

GFWC Website and membership portal are available with loads of information. 

Let me know if your club needs help with membership or if you are interested in forming a new 

club. I am here to help. 

Nancy Burdick 
GFWC Washington State Membership Chair 
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Turn a Guest into a Member 

 

1. Prepare name badges for everyone ï guests and members 

2. Let members know about the program in advance so they can plan to attend. Encourage mem-

bers to arrive early so they can welcome the guests and make them comfortable. 

3. Remind members to thank the guests for attending and to invite them to join or attend another 

meeting.  

4. Provide a meaningful introduction for each guest. 

5. Arrange for a quality program. 

6. Make the meeting a positive experience. Donôt ask them to purchase raffle tickets, etc. 

7. Explain the procedures to the guests in advance so they are comfortable with the format of the 

meeting. 

8. Run an efficient meeting by having the room set prior to the guestsô arrival, starting and ending 

on time and leaving adequate time for the program. 

9. Advise the presenters of the program in advance about the allotted amount o time for the pro-

gram. 

10. Avoid ñfederationò lingo during the meeting so that guests will understand what is happening 

during the meeting. Perhaps a key person can sit next to each member in case questions arise. 

11. Have membership information packets available for guests after the meeting. 

12. Make follow-up calls to guests within a few days after the meeting.  
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How to Be a Good Member 

 

Take an active role: You canôt get into the organization without knowing whatôs go-

ing on. Try to attend all planning and regular meetings. Volunteer for a committee 

that youôre interested in helping. Be a participant, not merely an observer.  

Ask questions: If you donôt understand, ask! There are no dumb questions. 

Participate in fund raisers: Unless you are sick, you should try to help the club 

with its fund-raising efforts. We know fund raising is difficult, so we should all lend a 

hand. 

Be friendly: Say hello to guests, say hello to old friends. And remember smile, itôs 

your best membership tool. 

Be honest: If you know you canôt work a particular project or fund raiser, donôt say, 

ñWell, I might be there.ò 

Read the bylaws and yearbook: Know all there is about your club history by read-

ing the yearbook. The bylaws will give you a greater understanding of how your club 

works. Itôs the best way to make intelligent decisions. 

Learn about Federation: Be familiar with GFWC-Washington State and the      

General Federation of Womenôs Clubs. We are all part of a larger organization with 

a wonderful history. Use this information to recruit new members. 

Bring a friend: Invite friends and neighbors to join the club. The future of our     

Federation depends upon the active member recruiting new active members. 

Be prompt: Arrive on time for all meetings and projects. Better still, arrive five 

minutes early and be ready to start the meeting on time. 

Use a calendar: Be organized in our busy world. Have all your appointments in one 

book and bring it with you. 

No. 1 Priority: Above all, remember your family comes first! You canôt enjoy helping 

the community if you are worried about your family. 
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Community Service Programs  

Arts & Culture  

We look forward to seeing your 2025 photos on display at the 2026 GFWC-WS Convention in April. Mem-

bers in attendance vote on the winners. Photos are voted on by number assigned to each photo, not by 

member name. 

Snap a shot during a club event or project with your phone or camera and 

enter it in GFWC Living the Volunteer Spirit.  The photographs capture 

the special moments in the lives of GFWC clubwomen as they actively 

meet, plan, advocate, volunteer, or celebrate in groups or one-on-one. 

2024 GFWC-WS winner, Martha Curwen 

 

Find that small, small thing that catches your inter-

est to enter in Our World Up Close ðCreate a 

visual that offers a novel viewpoint or a macro im-

age that takes the viewer into a whole new, tiny world. Macro photography creates 

photos of small items that appear to be larger than life-size. Some common examples 

are bugs or parts of flowers.                   2024 GFWC-WS winner, Jeanne Gieg 

When you are out and about, you most likely have your phone with you,     Natural 

WondersðUse wide angles and panoramas, or landscape im-

ages, to showcase mountains, meadows, sandhills, rivers, waterfalls, oceans, deserts, 

or any other magnificent vista. The emphasis is on NATURAL. This is the tricky one! 

Mud puddles, lakes, rivers, swimming pools, store windows, mirrors, shiny kitchen ap-

pliancesðthere are many ways to capture reflectionsðby featuring an object, setting, 

situation, or landmark.                                                                                                

2024 GFWC-WS winner, Linda Butcher 

To enter the GFWC Photography Competition, bring your mounted photos and 
waivers to the GFWC-WS Convention. A copy of the waiver is available on the 
Washington State website: https://www.gfwcws.org. The competition rules and 

waivers can be found on the GFWC website: https://www.gfwc.org. One entry per category. All photo 
and writing submissions must be created and submitted by a clubwoman in good standing. Please include 
your club name. 

 
Writing Competition: 

If you are submitting a poem or short story for GFWC Writing Competition, your submission and waiver must 

be received by Arts Chair, Vicki Connor, by February 15, 2026.   

You may find a copy of the waiver at the Washington State website: https://www.gfwcws.org.  The competi-

tion rules and waivers are available on the GFWC website: https://www.gfwc.org 

 We have discontinued the youth writing competition. 

Vicki Connor 

GFWC-WS Arts & Culture Chair 

Connorsplace50@comcast.net 

https://www.gfwcws.org
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Community Service Programs  

EDUCATION AND ESO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beyond Traditional Books:  Promote graphic novels, audiobooks. e-books, magazines, and newspapers 

that to cater to different preferences and learning styles. 

Engaging Events and Programs: 

 

Author Visits: Invite local or regional authors to speak, read from their work, and engage with the       
community. 

Book Clubs for All Ages: Establish diverse book clubs or adults, teens. children, and even special-
ized  

 

Reading Challenges/Competitions: Create fun challenges with incentives (e.g., '1.000Books 
Before  

Book Bingo: Design bingo cards with reading challenges (e.g. "read a book by a new author," "read a 
book  

''Touch a Truck" with Storytelling:  Partner with local fire/police departments to combine vehicle explo-
ration  

 

"Battle of the Books": Organize quiz-bowl style competitions based on a pre-selected list ofbooks. 

Holiday-Themed Story Times: Host special reading events around holidays (e.g.. Santa story time, 

Easter  
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Fostering Reading Habits and Culture: 

 Lead by Example: Encourage community leaders. parents, and educators to visibly read and 

share their  love of reading. 

Create Reading Nooks: Design inviting and comfortable spaces in public areas (libraries.           

community centers) where people can relax and read. 

Promote Discussion: Encourage informal conversations about books. ask "quick response" ques-

tions about what people are reading. And facilitate book discussions. 

Student/Community Recommendations:Create platforms (bulletin boards, online groups) for 

people to recommend books to each other. 

"Drop Everything And Read" (DEAR) Time: Encourage schools and workplaces to dedicate 

short, regular periods for independent reading. 

Family Engagement: Provide resources and tips for families to incorporate reading into their daily rou-
tines and encourage parental involvement in children's literacy development. 

Volunteer Programs: Recruit  volunteers to tutor emergent readers. read to children in early 

childhood centers, or assist with literacy programs. 

Collaborate with Schools: Partner with schools to support their literacy initiatives and provide resources. 

Celebrate Milestones: Acknowledge and celebrate reading achievements. both big and small. 

through certificates. public recognition, or small prizes. 

Connect Reading to Real Life:  Show how reading can expand horizons. fuel creativity, and      

provide practical knowledge (e.g. reading news, articles related to hobbies). 
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Community Service Programs  

 

ENVIRONMENT 
Sally Larson, Chair 

With fall approaching, we begin to think about seasonal clean-up.  

Well, don't clean your flower beds. Leave all the fall debris where it lands. The debris 

will act as a natural protection for your flowers during the cold months. That debris 

shelters many beneficial insects that need protection to survive winter. And since you 

are saving all that time out in the garden, take the time to plant some native trees. 

Trees like to be around each other so that they can help each other out during a cri-

sis. Native trees are vital for preventing bird population decline. Following is a list of 

six ways you can help birds at your home (Tahoma Bird Alliance): 

Provide a source of clean water for drinking and bathing. Consider making a bee 

bath  

Put up bird feeders and clean them frequently. 

Provide a brush pile for birds to seek protection from predators. 

Break up reflections on your outside glass so birds wonôt hit your windows. 

Keep cats inside. 

Donôt use chemicals like herbicides and insecticides in your yard. 

          BEE BATH 

Supplies: 

1. Shallow Plate 

2. Waterproof silicon glue 

3. Various rocks and decorative shapes (Bees are 
attracted to blue, purple, and violet.) 

Instructions: 

1. Make a design. 

2. Glue rocks in the design to the shallow dish.  

3. Let the bath cure for 3 days 

4. Put water in the dish so that the tops of rocks 
are out of water. 

      Place outside for the birds & bees to enjoy!
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Federation Forest Workday, June 21, 2025 

         

 

 

 
Nine volunteers headed to Federation Forest on 
Saturday, June 21, 2025, for our annual workday 
at this beautiful park. Heavy rain persisted during 
our drive up to the park, but shortly before our    
arrival, the precipitation stopped, and we proceed-
ed with our day's agenda. Into the forest we 
walked, heading toward the Maltby bench via a 
scenic route! Once there, we began the task of 
planting a small Western Hemlock tree in memory 
of Dawn Magden, GFWC-WS President 2012-
2014. The forest floor did not welcome our attempt 
to dig a small hole for the treeðthe moss and oth-
er vegetation formed a thick layer that was difficult 
to dig throughðbut we persisted, and the tree be-
came part of the forest! We stopped for a group 
photo opportunity at the bench. Pictured left to 
right: Ranger Scott Eilrich, Teresa Berg, Jodi  
Walker, Beth Juvik, Sally Larson, Rena Johnston, 
Kim Skagen, Char Lysne, Susan Tyler, and seated 
on the bench, Mary Nakasone. Then it was back to 
the interpretive center where we began our clean-
up activitiesðknocking down cobwebs from the 
building exterior, washing windows and weeding.  

Blue arrow points to Western Hemlock planted 

in memory of Dawn Magden, GFWC-WS   

President 2012-2014. 
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Federation Forest  

Work has resumed on the Shed-to-Housing project we funded last year.  As you may 

recall, there was a pause in construction due to staff medical leave. The mainte-

nance supervisor, who leads the project, expects to complete the build around the 

end of August. Framing for the addition, which will house the walk-in closet and bath-

room, was partially completed as of August 1.  All supplies have been purchased and 

are on site. 

As we look forward, the 100 year anniversary of our donation of the land for the first 

park location will occur in 2028. The Federation Forest Committee will develop a pro-

posal for an activity to celebrate this milestone and submit it to Parks for approval. 

¶ Noon, Tuesday, January 3, 1928ðthe deed was transferred from           
Weyerhauser to the WSFWC at an event in the Hotel Winthrop, Tacoma. 

Maltbyôs remarks: ñOur work reminds me of the proverb ówork done grudging-
ly is servitude; willingly, service; lovingly, is a sacrament.ô 

Harry Young, Superintendent of State Parks gave his pledge that when the 
park was turned over to Washington ñit should be kept inviolate.ò 

¶ February 28, 1928ðWSFWC conveyed the property deed to the State Parks 
Committee ñfor preservation as an exhibit of the natural forest growth of west-
ern Washington..ò 

¶ From Maltbyôs ñCondensed Story of Federation Forest State Parkòðñdedication 
was delayed until the new transcontinental road was completed throô this magnificent 
tractò. 

Park Dedication ceremony: June 12, 1934  (first location) 

Susan Tyler and Char Lysne have been ap-

proved to serve as volunteers at Federation  

Forest  after undergoing fingerprinting and  

background searches. They will focus on 

opening the interpretive center (IC), one day a 

week from 10-2, as no park hosts have been 

at the park for several months.  When new 

hosts do arrive, the hosts can be free to per-

form other duties when Susan and Char are 

there to watch the IC. The picture to the right 

captures Char and Susan wearing their volun-

teer vests and caps, after completing their first 

day. During their 4-hour shift, twelve visitors 

came into the center and chatted with them. 

 


