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STATE PRESIDENTSô DINNER OUT ðKim Skagen 

is 7th from left in front row. 

GFWC-WS Fall Board included International Day of Service Project on 

September 27, 2025, bene­tting DAWN (Domestic Abuse Women's Network) in 

King County, with overnight bags, $25 gift cards, household items, and cards with 

words of encouragement and support for women ®eeing domestic violence. In-kind 

donations totaled $4,161.38!! 

Thirty-seven members traveled to Sumner VFW Hall for our one-day Fall Board.  

The morning business session included committee reports, budget approval, a 

thoughtful discussion of possible Bylaw changes. The Bylaw Committee will present 

any proposed changes for approval at our 2026 Convention in April.  They will be 

published in the newsletter before convention as well as in the Call. 



ñLiving the Volunteer Spiritò 

 2 

 Above:  Assembly line for overnight bags.  Bot-

tom left: Betty MacMaster and Char Lysne of-

fered cardmaking supplies for cards of encour-

agement and (right) Jeanette Jester and Kathie 

Jorgensen stop by to assemble a card. 
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Above: Household goods for survivors as they set up their new living spaces. Lower left:  Christine 

from DAWN and Kim Skagen, GFWC-WS President load up Christineôs car with our donations.  
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IŀǇǇȅ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΗΗ 
 

This is my favorite time of year!!  I am a huge lover of 
all the colorful leaf-filled trees that make a giant mess 
of our yards and roads and spread leaves every-
where! Especially the bright-bright REDS!   

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in International Day of Service 
and attended our State Fall Board and Work Party event!  What a tre-
mendous outpouring of donations!!  Those in attendance donated over 

$4,100 worth of useful items and gift cards which will make a huge difference in the lives of so many 
who come through the DAWN shelter.  I know that many of your clubs also completed projects in ad-
dition to our state project.  Please share your photos and results so we can see the entire statewide 
impact we made!  Iôd really like to make a tally of the overall impact. If you could send me the details 
you reported to GFWC, so I can total that up, I would be appreciative!  

 

This year marks thirteen years since one of my very best girlfriends from childhood was murdered on 
her birthday, Thanksgiving that year, by her husband in a horrific domestic violence situation.  She 
was one of the many who never speak up, never ask for help and consequently none of us knew the 
hell she was living in until it was too late.  This Day of Service was especially meaningful to me.  And 
I am equally honored to share that I have been asked by President-elect Wendy Carriker to be the 
WSR committee member on the Signature Program: Domestic Violence Awareness & Prevention 
committee for the 2026-2028 administration.  I hope I can make just a small difference in Cindyôs 
memory.  

 

We continued our summer travel by attending the Western States Region meeting in Long Beach, 
CA, during the second week of September. 
Washington State was strongly represented 
with 9 members in attendance! Thursdayôs 
tour took us to the Richard Nixon Library in 
Yorba Linda. Fun fact: Richard Nixonôs mother 
was a GFWC clubwoman, and they have pic-
tures of him attending meetings as a baby. 
We were fortunate that our tour day coincided 
with the anniversary of 9-11, and the Library 
was holding a memorial service. First re-
sponders from nearby, retired military mem-
bers, and local groups paid a moving tribute 
with song and speech. I canôt imagine anyone 
who attended was not moved to tears, includ-
ing many of us. We enjoyed two days of 

meetings and workshops, along with plenty of time to visit with friends and members from other re-
gions. Thank you to everyone who supported the endorsement process in May; I was elected to 
serve as the WSR Treasurer for 2026-2028.      

           Continues on next page 
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Continued from previous page 

 

We are entering the season for REPORT WRITING and STATISTICAL FORM completion! I trust 
many of you are already thinking about it. I will be mailing out packets next week that include the 
Administrative Handbook (and report writing information) along with some helpful paper copies of 
important documents, including the State Statistical Reporting form. If you have any additional 
questions about completing your narratives or your statistics, donôt hesitate to contact me 
(daiziedot@yahoo.com) or Nancy Burdick, Dean of Chairman. (nancy.burdick@comcast.net).  We 
are here to help! 

 

I have created a CANVA login for our state, which allows us to make GFWC logos with club and 
district names included, similar to our state version. I plan to download 
and send a set of logos to each club over the next few weeks. Let me 
know if you already have a set and donôt need them! Otherwise, I will get 
those updated and email them to you soon. Having consistent, clear 
branding for each of our clubs makes a much bigger impact.  

 

Please consider stepping into a leadership role for your State Federation. Our state needs you! 
The Nominating Committee is seeking volunteers to serve on the State Executive Committee. We 
canôt run the state without officers. Yes, leadership can be intimidating ï but it can also be very re-
warding! Many past presidents of our state, districts, and clubs are eager to help. We also have a 
great resource from GFWC through the LEADS program held in June. YOU can make a differ-
ence!  

 

Plans are starting to come together for the Spring Convention. We have selected the Best Western 
Liberty Inn in Dupont as our venue. The event will be held from April 23 to 26, 2026, with Friday, 
April 24, marking the first day of the Convention. This also coincides with Federation Day, so we're 
looking for a fun way to celebrate! GFWC Secretary Dr. Susan Gettys will be our visiting officer. 
The agenda includes awards, elections, Bylaws, and an Installation! Fun times aheadðmark your 
calendars now and plan to participate! All details and information will be available in the February/
Spring issue of the Clubwoman. 

 

Wishing you all a blessed and fun-filled holiday season!  

xo Kim  

 

mailto:nancy.burdick@comcast.net
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²ƛƴǘŜǊ /ƭǳōǿƻƳŀƴ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ  
 

I would like to invite each of you to read this short, easy read with me over the next few months.  The 
Serviceberry: Abundance and Reciprocity in the Natural World by Robin Wall Kimmerer 

 

I have seen many positive reviews about the message within these pages 
and Marion Hale, GFWC Valley Volunteers strongly recommended it to our 
Valley ladies to read this summer.  I already had it on my Libby TBR list, so 
her recommendation convinced me on making it a statewide Winter Reading 
Challenge!   

 

You can find it in Libby for digital and audio reading or at your local library in 
print.  Or if youôd like to purchase a copy, check out many bookstores and 
Amazon.  Remember to log it for ESO credit too! 

 

Read it and send me your thoughts, Iôd love to see what each of you thought 
about it!   

 

    

 

DC²/ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ .ŀƎ ¢ŀƎǎ 

Do you want to órepô GFWC?   Do you want to share the love?  

Do you want people to ask ówhat is GFWCô? 

As a State fundraiser, we have Bag Tags for sale for $30,  

happy to ship!  Includes a metal ring for attaching to your purse, 
tote, backpack, oré. Be creative! 

Contact Kim if youôd like one!    daiziedot@yahoo.com    

 

mailto:daiziedot@yahoo.com
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Stack óEm Up 

challenge 
 

 Thank you to EVERY SINGLE ONE of you who purchased and 

donated a book these last few weeks!!  You are all incredible and our 

communities and children are so much better for it!! 
     

     

                   

 

   

   
     

  

 

 

 

    

мΣуфс Ǝƻŀƭ 

мнпп CLb![ ¢h¢![Η 
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Thank you Veteran 

 

With courage and strength, you took a stand. 

Protecting our freedom, guarding our land. 

Your sacriƲce and heart, steadfast and true. 

For all youƐve given, we honor you. 

 

From homes and loved ones,  you did part. 

Serving our nation with a selƳess heart. 

Dear veteran, for all youƐve done and do. 

With deepest gratitude, we thank you. 

 

To families who stood by, strong and bright. 

Supporting their loved ones through every night. 

Your sacriƲce too, we hold in our hearts. 

Thank you to families, for your vital part. 



ñLiving the Volunteer Spiritò 

 9 

 

 

 

LEADERSHIP, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 

(LEADS) 
 

Contact Cindy Bassage,  253-564-3304 or clbassage@comcast.net   

 
Club women are  encouraged to apply as a LEADS candidate.  Below you will find all the information you need.  

But should you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me.  I would be happy to as-

sist you in finding your answers to your questions. 

 
-LEADS- 

Leadership, Education and Development Seminar 

Turning todayôs clubwomen into tomorrowôs leaders. 

In 2001 GFWC conceived the idea to begin a training program for leaders.  Today many ñfutureò leaders have 

gone through the LEADS training, and many are now serving in leadership roles for their clubs, districts, states 

and even GFWC.   

From the beginning of the program, GFWC Washington State has had several candidates attend each of the 

seminars.  I was  a proud graduate of the LEADS Seminar in 2021. What an enjoyable experience.  Currently, as 

our state ages, we  are running out of members interested in participating in this great seminar.  Think about 

who in your   club is a secret leader and encourage them to complete the application.  Applications are due Jan-

uary  15th, 2026.   

 
GFWC  suggests the following criteria for those interested in applying for this ñonce-in-a-lifetime adventureò.  

The Seminar is held on the day prior to the opening of the GFWC Convention,  June 26, 2026 in Scottsdale,    

Arizona.  The convention dates are June 27-29
th
.   

Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club level as an active club president, club officer, or club pro-
ject or committee chair  

Exhibits a commitment to the Federation  

Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mission of community service, illustrated by programs and pro-
jects in which she is or has been involved  

Demonstrates leadership skills, including, but not limited to, organization, responsibility, trustworthiness, 
enthusiasm, and flexibility  

Exhibits an interest in and willingness to pursue higher leadership positions in GFWC  

Agrees to share information gained from participation in LEADS with others in GFWC-WS and try to attend 
and share at the Fall GFWC WSR region conference.  

Has not held elected positions at or beyond the state level  

Is a current dues paying member and has not attended a previous LEADS program.   

LEADS attendees are expected to be responsible for a portion of their expenses as an affirmation of their per-

sonal commitment and are responsible for making their own travel and lodging arrangements.  

  
LEADS attendees receive:   

Transportation and lodging stipend of $325.00 from GFWC, checks are distributed to attendees at the com-
pletion of the seminar.  

Lunch during the LEADS program (no registration fee is required)  

Additional travel stipend of $250 from GFWC-WS.  

Ladies 

Washington State did not have a LEADS Candidate for the 2025 GFWC Convention  in Atlanta.  We really want to send 

a candidate to Scottsdale, Arizona, in 2026 to represent our state.  Please consider applying  yourself or encouraging a 

club member to apply. 

Any questions please feel free to contact me.  I am happy to assist in any way that I can. 

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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GFWC-WS LEADERSHIP EDUCTION and DEVELOPMENT 

SEMINAR (LEADS) 

APPLICATION FORM  

 

Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Address: 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ____________  

Phone: _________________________________   Email: _______________________________ 

Club: ___________________________________   

District: _________________________________ 

Please answer the following questions in as much detail as possible: 

(Attach a separate sheet of paper if more space is needed)  

List of all local club offices and/or chairmanships held:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

List of all District offices and/or chairmanships held:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

List of GFWC club/District programs/projects in which involved:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

List positions at the District, State Federation, and/or national level in which you are interested:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you willing to:  

Cover costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered by GFWC or state? Yes, ___ No ___  

Share what you have learned at LEADS with your stateôs members? Yes, ___ No ___  

Share what you have learned at LEADS at your Region Conference? Yes, ___ No ___  

Return this form, along with two letters of support from active GFWC club members to Cindy Bassage by February 
15, 2026 clbassage@comcast.net or 9626 57

th
 ST CT W University Place, WA 98467 

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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OUTSTANDING CLUBWOMAN OF THE YEAR 

 

The award, GFWC-WS Clubwoman of the Year, is to honor and rec-

ognize the state club woman and volunteer who demonstrates the 

GFWC philosophy of community improvement through volunteer 

service; ñLiving the Volunteer Spirit.ò 

Each club may select one member to be honored.  A report must 

be submitted no later than March 1, 2026, describing the candi-

dates activities from January 1
st
 through  December 31

st
 of 2025.   

Cindy Bassage 

9626 57
th
 ST CT W 

University Place, WA  98467 

clbassage@comcast.net  

 
The report must include the following: 

Cover Page: 

Candidates Name 

Club 

District 

Club Presidentôs Signature 

Narrative containing no more than two pages typed should include: 

Brief description of Federation activities prior to last year 

Detailed description of current GFWC activities  

Brief description of State, District, and club  activities 

Brief description of community activities outside of club 

Brief description of family and professional life 

Eligibility:   

The candidate must be a dues-paying  member of the GFWC-WS to be considered.  Currently 

elected GFWC-WS Officers and past GFWC-WS Presidents are not eligible for this award. 

 

Please put your thinking cap on and consider nominating a member of your club for this 

award. 

If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact me. 

Cindy Bassage 

GFWC-WS President Elect  

253-232-3548 

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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Nominating Committee Report  

 

GFWC-Washington State and the Nominating Committee  

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS to be candidates for officers.  According to our current 

Bylaws, there can only be two officers from a district.  Peninsula District will 

have Cindy Bassage as President and Peninsula has nominated Char Lysne 

as candidate for Treasurer.  We need a candidate for each of the following:  

President Elect, Vice President, and Secretary.  Those candidates must come 

from Columbia, King County, or Northeastern Districts.  Bylaw ARTICLE IVð

OFFICERS AND DUTIES Section 4.1 Officers will give you the information you 

need.  The committee looks forward from hearing from you. 

 

 

Martha Curwen, Chair, Peninsula District 

Carol Styles, Columbia District 

Diane Cunningham*,  King County District 

 

* Article in Summer Edition listed Brianne Palomino in error. 

Ћé§xÖ ÑEEÅÉЋ EE?E? 
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Challenge to All Clubs  

Start a New GFWC Club  

        ñ Receive $25 ñ 

 

 

Club dues, membership list and bylaws must be received by       

December 25 th 2025!  

Send to Nancy Burdick, GFWC -WS Membership Chair  

2734 Marine Dr.  

Bremerton, WA 98312  
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Membership Growth Challenge 
 
Membership Goals and Incentives 
At Fall Board, I set a challenge for all clubs: I am urging every club to start a new club by December 

25th. Clubs that achieve this goal will receive a $25 reward. In order to qualify, clubs must submit 

their club dues, membership list, and bylaws by December 25th. Please send these materials to me 

directly. I encourage you not to hesitate or doubtðthis goal is achievable! I have prepared packets 

to guide you through each step of the process, and I am available to help you along the way. 

Additionally, there will be special awards for clubs that grow their membership by 25%. Please keep 

me informed about your progress. If you are unable to meet the December 25th deadline, continue 

your efforts to establish a new club before the end of this administration. 

Tips for Growing Membership 
Here are some helpful strategies shared by a club president who successfully increased her club's 

membership from 9 to 40: 

¶ Plan meetings with meaningful learning and volunteer opportunities. 

¶ Keep meetings on schedule and start on time. 

¶ Begin meetings with business matters, followed by a guest speaker or engaging activity. 

¶ Advertise meetings and events on social media platforms such as Facebook and Insta-

gram. 

¶ Send email reminders for all meetings, and consider making phone calls to members and 

guests. 

¶ Create a welcoming and safe environment for everyone. 

The Importance of Membership 
Building and maintaining membership is essential. Without members, clubs cannot carry out pro-

jects that benefit the community. Likewise, if clubs do not engage in community projects, they will 

struggle to attract new members. Membership is the foundation for making a positive impact. 

 

 


