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                              3ÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ $ÁÔÅȦ 

                                      4ÈÅ ÏǣÃÉÁÌ #ÁÌÌ ÔÏ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ  

                                                 ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÏÕÔ -ÁÒÃÈ ΣÓÔȦ 

)                                              )Î ÔÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÔÉÍÅȟ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ËÎÏ×ȣ  

$ÁÔÅÓȡ  4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ !ÐÒÉÌ ΤΥ ÔÈÒÕ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ !ÐÒÉÌ ΤΨ 

4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙ ɀ %ØÅÃÕÔÉÖÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ Ǫ 0ÁÓÔ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ $ÉÎÎÅÒ  

×ÉÔÈ '&7# 3ÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȟ $ÒȢ 3ÕÓÁÎ 'ÅÔÔÙÓ 

&ÒÉÄÁÙ Ǫ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ɀ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌ 3ÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÁÌÌ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 

3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÎÉÇÈÔ ɀ )ÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ΤΨ-ΤΪ "ÏÁÒÄ 

3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÍÏÒÎÉÎÇ ɀ 0ÏÓÔ-"ÏÁÒÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ 

(ÏÔÅÌȡ  "ÅÓÔ 7ÅÓÔÅÒÎ $Õ0ÏÎÔ ,ÉÂÅÒÔÙ )ÎÎȟ *",- 

ΣΦΡΡ 7ÉÌÍÉÎÇÔÏÎ $ÒÉÖÅ  ȿ  $ÕÐÏÎÔȟ 7! 

ΏΣΥΫȢΡΡ ϹÔÁØ ÆÏÒ +ÉÎÇ ÒÏÏÍ   -ÏÒ-  ΏΣΦΫ ϹÔÁØ ÆÏÒ $ÂÌ 1ÕÅÅÎ ÒÏÏÍ 

(ÏÔÅÌ "ÏÏËÉÎÇ ÌÉÎË  ÏÒ ÃÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÈÏÔÅÌ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙ ɉΤΧΥɊ ΫΣΤ-ΪΩΩΩ 

!ÇÅÎÄÁ ×ÉÌÌ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅȡ   &ÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓ 

    0ÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ "ÙÌÁ× ÒÅÖÉÓÉÏÎÓ 

    2ÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÒÅÖÉÅ× 

    ΤΡΤΨ 3ÃÈÏÌÁÒÓÈÉÐ ×ÉÎÎÅÒÓ 

    #ÌÕÂ Á×ÁÒÄÓ Ǫ #ÌÕÂ×ÏÍÁÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 9ÅÁÒ  

    ΧΡȾΧΡ ΏΏΏ 

-ÁÒË ÙÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÕÓȦ  

https://www.bestwestern.com/en_US/book/hotel-rooms.48180.html?groupId=5V4RB8B2
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hǳǊ {ǇǊƛƴƎ /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ DǳŜǎǘ hŶŎŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜΥ 

5ǊΦ {ǳǎŀƴ DŜǧȅǎ ς DC²/ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
 

{ǳǎŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DC²/ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ DC²/ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ      

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ нлму-нлнлΣ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ aŜƳōŜǊ нлнл-нлннΣ ŀƴŘ  

[ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ нлнн-нлнпΦ {ƘŜ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻƳπ

ƳƛǧŜŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 

ǊŜŀŘȅ-ƳŀŘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ [9!5{ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ 

 

hǘƘŜǊ DC²/ ǊƻƭŜǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ DC²/ ƛƴ нллф ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ ²ǊƛǝƴƎ /ƘŀƛǊΣ 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ-9ƭŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ tŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊΤ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ {ƻǇƘƻƳƻǊŜ 

tƛƭƎǊƛƳŀƎŜ /ƘŀƛǊΣ wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΣ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΤ ŀƴŘ 

/ƭǳō !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ŀƴŘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΦ {ǳǎŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƴǘƻǊ ǘƻ 

ƴŜǿ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŎǊŜŀǝƴƎ ŀ 

ŬǊǎǘ-ǝƳŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 

 

{ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ 

{ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎȅ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ  ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎπ

ǎƻǳǊƛΦ   {ǳǎŀƴΩǎ оп-ȅŜŀǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ ƛƴ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ мт ȅŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ 

ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀǎ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ǳǇŜǊƛƴǘŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ǊŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦ 

{ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǇŜǊ-ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƻǊ ŀǘ ǘǿƻ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǝǾŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎπ

ǘǊŀǘƻǊǎΦ 

 

{ǳǎŀƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜΦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ hƭȅƳǇƛŎǎΣ wƻǘŀǊȅΣ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ ²ŀȅΣ /ŀƳŜǊŀ /ƭǳōΣ ŀƴŘ 

/ƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜƴŜŬǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ƻŦ /ŀƴƛƴŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŎǳǊπ

ǊŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ǇǳǇǇȅΦ IŜǊ ƘƻōōƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ ǘǊŀǾŜƭΣ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƛǩƴƎΦШ 
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   Happy belated Groundhog Day!  

    

Reports and videos say Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow and we are 
in for six more weeks of winter.  What do you think?  Do you believe 
him?  We do have a history of getting massive amounts of snow in   
February.  In 2019, we drove home from work, leaving Renton in a small 
flurry, arriving in Gig Harbor to a measurable amount.  Before the storm 
was done, I would have 22 inches in my driveway! So, yea, I donôt really 
know if I believe him or noté but it was almost 60 today and beautiful!  

February is also the month we tally, narrate, and report on all our actions 
and projects for the last year. Some of you have already started to sub-
mit, Iôve received a few.  Some of you are like me and my club, a little 

slower to the punch. Still working on those reports. Whichever kind of club you are, WHAT YOU DO 
IS IMPORTANT!!  Please do complete those reports and get them submittedð both to your respec-
tive chairman and the bundle of all submitted to me!  All of these reports are rolled up and submitted 
to headquarters so GFWC can report on what we do as an organization.  Itôs an amazing amount!  
Did you see the numbers shared in News & Notes recently??   

We are still looking for board members for State.  And I know many Districts are also in the same  
position.  Your clubs and districts, and your state all need your help!  Yes, itôs a bit of work to serve, 
but the rewards are so great!  And it keeps our Federation thriving!  

District Meetings and Spring Convention should all be in your near futures!  April 23 thru 26, 2026, 
with Friday April 24 the first day of Convention.  Reservation information for the Best Western Liberty 
Inn, DuPont can be found in this newsletter.  The block is open and you can book your rooms now!  
DuPont is very user-friendly!  You could easily come on Thursday and have a relaxing evening and a 
nice dinner without having to go too far.  Many of us will be there anyway as we have Executive 
meetings and our GFWC guest, Dr. Susan Gettys arrives on Thursday.  The actual Call to Conven-
tion will be out the first weekend of March-ish.  I am out of town until the 3

rd
, but will try to get it sent 

while Iôm gone or right when I get home! 

Friday, April 24, is also Federation Day!  What a perfect way to celebrate, coming together to enjoy 
friends and Federation. Even if you just come for the day, we would be thrilled to have you! 

Any of you take me up on the reading challenge from our last newsletter? Anyone read The Service-
berry?  Did you have any interesting takeaways?  Quite possibly there will be more of these types of 
reading challenges and recommendations in your future, stay tuned!  For now, I just finished Say 
Youôll Remember Me by Abby Jimenez. It was cuteé cats and dogs and lovey-doveyé perfect for 
Valentineôs Day!  I got my copy from the Libby app!  

I finally have all the club logos generated from Canva, I just need to sit and take the time to mail 
them to club presidents!  Right after report writingé   

I have a new ñhelp me find thisé.ò asking Char to add it to a page in the newsletter!  

 

Be great!   

 

xo Kim  
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DC²/ .ŀƎ ¢ŀƎǎ 

How cute is this bag tag on my purse?? 

Do you want people to ask ówhat is GFWCô? 

As a State fundraiser, we have our very own Bag Tags! 

$30 shipped to you ï or - $25 in person!  

Contact Kim if youôd like one!    daiziedot@yahoo.com    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please check your PIN Jewelry Boxes!!  

I would love to own this exact pin! 

 

I first saw it at Dawnôs memorial, and then Nancy Burdick-
showed me hers!  We think itôs from the early 1990ôs.  It is not 
a Washington State owned pin, many states had them. 

We think it might have been a Junior event or fundraiser? 

 

Either way, if you have one and are willing to part with it, I 
would LOVE to own it!! 

mailto:daiziedot@yahoo.com
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Sock it to Spring! 
Letȴs do one more challenge to ɤnish up our two years together! 

Starting today, February 1st thru Spring Convention, Saturday April 25, collect 

and donate SOCKS to your favorite organizations you already support, or ɤnd 
new ones, in your own club areas.  Socks can be any size Ȱ babies, children, 
adults Ȱ itȴs your choice, justȼ SOCKS! 

Send me an email ( daiziedot@yahoo.com ) with the total pairs of socks you 
donated and letȴs see what our collective impact can be!  Weȴll be re-using our 
Fall goal of 1,896!  Our federation year!  If you choose to bring socks to Con-
vention we will also count those towards the goal and donate appropriately! 

As before, this is a fun competition with the ones beneɤtting being our communi-
ty members!  Thank you in advance! 

 

мΣнсп 

сон 

мΣуфс 

mailto:daiziedot@yahoo.com
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Outstanding Clubwoman of the Year  

 

The award, GFWC-WS Clubwoman of the Year, is to honor and recognize the state 

clubwoman and volunteer who demonstrates the GFWC philosophy of community 

improvement through volunteer service; òLiving the Volunteer Spirit.ò 

Each club may select one member to be honored. A report must be submitted no later than 

March 1, 2026, describing the candidate's activities from January 1
st
 through December 31

st
 

of 2025.   

Cindy Bassage 

9626 57
th
 ST CT W 

University Place, WA  98467 

clbassage@comcast.net  

 
The report must include the following: 

Cover Page: 

Candidates Name 

Club 

District 

Club Presidentôs Signature 

Narrative containing no more than two typed pages should include: 

Brief description of Federation activities prior to last year 

Detailed description of current GFWC activities  

Brief description of State, District, and club  activities 

Brief description of community activities outside of club 

Brief description of family and professional life 

Eligibility:   

The candidate must be a dues-paying member of GFWC-WS to be considered. Currently, 

elected GFWC-WS Officers and past GFWC-WS Presidents are not eligible for this award. 

Please consider nominating a member of your club for this award. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Cindy Bassage 

GFWC-WS President Elect  

253-232-3548 

 

  

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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LEADERSHIP, EDUCATION AND DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 

(LEADS) 

 
Contact Cindy Bassage,  253-564-3304 or clbassage@comcast.net 
 

Club women are  encouraged to apply as a LEADS candidate.  Below you will find all the information you 

need.  If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me.   

 

-LEADS- 
Leadership, Education and Development Seminar 

Turning todayôs clubwomen into tomorrowôs leaders 

 

 In 2001 GFWC conceived the idea to begin a training program for leaders. Today many ñfutureò 

leaders have gone through the LEADS training, and many are now serving in leadership roles for their clubs, 

districts, states and even GFWC.   

 From the beginning of the program, GFWC Washington State has had a candidate attend each of 

the seminars up through 2023. I am a proud graduate of the LEADS Seminar in 2021. What an enjoyable 

experience! Currently, we  are running out of members interested in participating in this great seminar. Think 

about who in your club is a secret leader and encourage her to complete the application. Applications are 

due February 10, 2026. 

 The Seminar is held on the day prior to the opening of the GFWC Convention, June 26, 2026, in 

Scottsdale, Arizona. The convention dates are June 27-29th.   

 GFWC  suggests the following criteria for those interested in applying for this ñonce in a life time 

adventureò: 

¶ Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club level as an active club president, club officer, or 

club project or committee chair  

¶ Exhibits a commitment to the Federation  

¶ Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mission of community service, illustrated by programs 
and projects in which she is or has been involved  

¶ Demonstrates leadership skills, including, but not limited to, organization, responsibility, 
trustworthiness, enthusiasm, and flexibility  

¶ Exhibits an interest in and willingness to pursue higher leadership positions in GFWC  

¶ Agrees to share information gained from participation in LEADS with others in GFWC-WS and try 
to attend and share at the Fall GFWC WSR region conference.  

¶ Has not held elected positions at or beyond the state level  

¶ Is a current dues paying member and has not attended a previous LEADS program.  

  

 LEADS attendees are expected to be responsible for a portion of their expenses as an affirmation of 

their personal commitment and are responsible for making their own travel and lodging arrangements.   

 

 LEADS attendees receive: 

¶ Transportation and lodging stipend of $325.00 from GFWC, checks are distributed to attendees 
at the completion of the seminar. 

¶ Lunch during the LEADS program (no registration fee is required)  

¶ Additional travel stipend of $250 from GFWC-WS.  

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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GFWC-WS LEADERSHIP EDUCTION and DEVELOPMENT 

SEMINAR (LEADS) 

APPLICATION FORM  

 

Name: 

_____________________________________________________________________________  

Address: 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

City: ____________________________________ State: ___________ Zip: ____________  

Phone: _________________________________   Email: _______________________________ 

Club: ___________________________________   

District: _________________________________ 

Please answer the following questions in as much detail as possible: 

(Attach a separate sheet of paper if more space is needed)  

List of all local club offices and/or chairmanships held:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

List of all District offices and/or chairmanships held:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

List of GFWC club/District programs/projects in which involved:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

List positions at the District, State Federation, and/or national level in which you are interested:  

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Are you willing to:  

Cover costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered by GFWC or state? Yes, ___ No ___  

Share what you have learned at LEADS with your stateôs members? Yes, ___ No ___  

Share what you have learned at LEADS at your Region Conference? Yes, ___ No ___  

Return this form, along with two letters of support from active GFWC club members to Cindy Bas-
sage by February 15, 2026 clbassage@comcast.net or 9626 57

th
 ST CT W University Place, WA 

98467 

mailto:clbassage@comcast.net
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It is so exciting to have new members! They bring fresh perspectives, talents, ideas, 
energy, and enthusiasm to the club. You need them! And They Need YOUéDonôt for-
get that being a member of a GFWC club provides the opportunity to:  
 

Å CONTRIBUTE to the quality of life in your neighborhood or community.  
Å GAIN a sense of fulfillment and satisfaction in doing good.  
Å PARTICIPATE in interesting, informative, inspiring programs.  
Å EXPLORE and sharpen skills that can lead to professional advance-
ment.  
Å EXPAND a network of contacts ï professional and personal.  
Å BECOME PART of a support system ï for the community and personally.  
Å BUILD lifelong friendships and have lots of FUN!  
 

What are you doing to build and maintain your club? Are you interested in starting a 

new club? I am very pleased with all the work many of you have done to build and/or 

revitalize clubs. We have seen an increase in our membership!  

We have a new club in the Longview area, GFWC Cowlitz Lewis Womenôs Service 

Club. They are off to a great start. You can find them on Facebook and see their ac-

tivities. Meredeth in Kirkland has been working hard to revitalize the Kirkland club. 

Their membership has grown due to the many activities they have been conducting.  

Lynda in Spokane is working to keep the Spokane Womenôs Club going. Olympia and 

Cathlamet are doing amazing projects in their towns, and it shows in their growing 

membership.  I am working with Barbara to get a club in the Seattle area.  I am con-

tinuing to work to get a club in Maple Valley. Barbara and I are also looking into   

Eastern Washington.  Where else can we build a club? We have high hopes, and we 

need your help.  

We have another new club!  The new club formed in DuPont is GFWC Dupont 

Community Hive. They have 6 members.  Thank you, Tracy, for all your work organ-

izing this club. Welcome Ladies! 

Nancy Burdick 

GFWC-Washington State Membership Chair 
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ðHOLD A MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT EVENTð 

A Membership Recruitment Event should be just that ï an EVENT! It should be devoted exclusively 

to the purpose at hand ï enticing, encouraging, enlisting potential members to your club. 

Get the word out ï on social media, through friends, co-workers, family, newspapers, and flyers. 

Where and When - Think carefully about where you want to hold the event and when you want to 

hold the event. Think about who you are trying to recruit. 

Invitations - Send invitations with date, time, address, purpose of event, name and phone number 

of person to call for further information and RSVP. Be sure to include respond by date. 

Promote your club ï create a brag board that will visually tell your clubôs story, past and present 

events. 

Refreshments ï always makes an event. 

Name Tags ï Members should wear GFWC nametag. Have name tags for guests. Greet everyone 

with a smile, a handshake, and warm words of welcome. Make sure you have a sign-in sheet to be 

able to contact them later. 

Information Portion -The informal portion of your recruitment event is as important as the more 

ñformalò program. Warm, hospitable, welcoming, positive, friendly club members, and hostesses 

will guarantee that the first half of your event is a hit! The mixing, mingling, refreshments and chat-

ter set the stage, Create the environment and solidify the first impressions that will make a potential 

member want to join!  

 

Then share the details of your club and GFWC ï BRIEFLY  

 

¶ Give background information about the club: when founded, mission statement, and   
major achievements in your community, including past and present.  

¶ Provide current information about the club: how many members, current and on-going 
projects, meeting day and time, social activities.  

¶ Summary of the clubôs most important project: emphasize how potential members are 
needed to help reach project goals, kinds of skills/talents needed and importance to the 
population served.  

¶ Share the Benefits of Membership in GFWC (available under GFWC Resources)  

¶ Allow time for questions.  

¶ Sincerely thank them all for attending and make sure they leave with a club profile, as 
well as a GFWC Brochure. Mention your next meeting and that you would love to see 
them attend and join your club.  

 
Afterward, write a personal note thanking each potential new member who attended. Remind her of 
the next date of your club meeting.  

 
Write a note to the potential members who were unable to attend. Share your newsletter, invite 

them to be involved in your next big project.  
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Time to Welcome Your New Members!  
 

¶ Send an official letter of welcome from the club president.  
 
¶ Itôs essential that each new member is assigned a long-standing member as 
a mentor. She will welcome the new member at the meetings, sit with her, 
explain what all those acronyms mean (GFWC, CSP, CCI, etc.), and intro-
duce her to the other members of the club.  

 
¶ The Membership Recruitment Team should check in with the new members 
periodically to answer any questions they may have, but donôt want to ask in 
front of the full club. This can be as simple as a quick email or phone call.  

 
¶ Be sure to suggest that the new member sign up for a committee/or project 
where her talents, interests, and skills will be best used.  

 
¶ Encourage her to invite some of her own friends to come to the meeting with 
heréif she is excited, that will show her friends, and pique their interest in 
GFWCðspecial interest groups, if you have one, such as a book club within 
your club. You may choose to provide financial information, for example, the 
amount for club dues, as well as district, state, and national.  
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GFWC-WS has a new club - GFWC DuPont Community Hive 

By:  Tracy Morzuch, GFWC DuPont Community Hive President 

 

 

The GFWC DuPont was created after a comment in a conversation and took 20 minutes to form.  

How did this happen?   

Tracy Morzuch moved from South Carolina to the Tacoma area. Prior to moving to WA, she followed 

GFWC protocol and initiated her membership transfer. Once she arrived, she met Cindy  Bassage 

and joined the GFWC Chambers Bay Womenôs Club. In November, Tracy shared that she moved to 

DuPont, WA.  Cindy made a comment that Tracy should form a club, and Tracy said, "Sure " (and 

promptly forgot about it). If you know Tracy, sheôs laughing at the last sentence.   

On December 14, Cindy called Tracy and asked if she was going to form a club. Tracy said, ñOkay,ò 

called Cindy back 20 minutes later, and said, ñI have 6 members, counting me, for our new club.ò  

How on earth?!  Tracy and her roommate Shawna were at the Hive Marketplace, an adorable store 

in DuPont, for a cookie exchange. There were 7 people at the cookie exchange, and 5 people 

agreed to join Tracy in this endeavor.    

The DuPont Community Hive has had its first meeting.  Along with business items, they decided on 

the following:   

Officers 

President:  Tracy Morzuch 

Vice-President:  Shawna Gasak 

Secretary/Treasurer:  Norma Felix 

 

Fundraising Ideas:   

Car Wash gift certificates (credit idea belongs to the Chambers Bay Womenôs Club) 

Concession sales during the summer at games in DuPont 

           (continues on next page) 
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Volunteer Ideas/Topics 

Voting in local elections 

Adopt a Road 

Recycling 

Having a booth at the Farmerôs Market in Dupont 

Supporting Wiggle Butts, a DuPont nonprofit dedicated to helping lost pets 

Prom Dress Donation Drop-Off (accessories, etc.) 

Cleaning the Walking Trails 

Club members were given an overview of GFWC and were informed that the convention is in 

DuPont and the new members are EXCITED!  As a result, the club offered to provide swag bags to 

convention attendees. They are also excited to receive their charter at the convention.   

The emblem for the club was inspired by the GFWC emblem.  

The GFWC DuPont Community Hive looks forward to meeting its GFWC-WS Sisters!   

 

In Federation Spirit,  

 

Tracy Morzuch 

President 

GFWC DuPont Community Hive 
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Vicki Connor, GFWC-WS Arts & Culture Chair 

Connorsplace50@comcast.net 

Community Service Programs  

Arts & Culture  

GFWC-WS Writing and Photography Contests 

Writing Competition: 

If you are submitting a poem or short story for the Writing Contest your submission and waiver must be re-

ceived by Arts Chair, Vicki Connor, by February 15, 2026.  Please send your submissions to:                   

connorsplace50@comcast.net 

The complete competition rules are available in the 2024-2026 GFWC Club Manual, found in the Member 

Portal on the GFWC website:  https://www.gfwc.org  

You may find a copy of the waiver at the Washington State website:  https://www.gfwcws.org/manuals-forms/

ws-manuals-handbook---forms-.html 

Photography Competition: 

To enter the GFWC Photography Competition, please bring your mounted photos and waivers to the GFWC-

WS Convention in April.  You may find a copy of the waiver at the Washington State website:                

https://www.gfwcws.org/manuals-forms/ws-manuals-handbook---forms-.html 

The complete competition rules are available in the 2024-2026 GFWC Club Manual, found in the Member 

Portal on the GFWC website:  https://www.gfwc.org 

Consider some of the following possibilities: a famous landmark in your area; a panoramic view of your favor-

ite location; members participating in a project your club volunteers for or sponsors; a closeup of an interest-

ing rock, insect, plant, or pet; or choose a specific subject or shape for members to photograph and share at 

a meeting. 

Photographs will be voted on by GFWC-WS members attending the State Convention, in the following areas: 

GFWC LIVING THE VOLUNTEER SPIRIT CONTEST - These photographs capture the special moments in 

the lives of GFWC clubwomen as they actively meet, plan, advocate, volunteer, or celebrate in groups or one

-on-one. 

OUR WORLD UP CLOSE - Create a visual that offers a novel viewpoint or a macro image that takes the 

viewer into a whole new, tiny world.  Macro photography creates photos of small items that appear to be larg-

er than life-size.  Some common examples are bugs, pebbles, mechanical bits & pieces, or parts of plants. 

NATURAL WONDERS ï Use wide angles and panoramas, or landscape images, to showcase mountains, 

meadows, sandhills, rivers, waterfalls, oceans, deserts, or any other magnificent vista.  The emphasis is on 

NATURAL. 

REFLECTIONS ï Feature an object, setting, situation, or landmark that is reflected in glass, water, or anoth-

er mirrored surface. 

mailto:connorsplace50@comcast.net
https://www.gfwc.org
https://www.gfwcws.org/manuals-forms/ws-manuals-handbook---forms-.html
https://www.gfwcws.org/manuals-forms/ws-manuals-handbook---forms-.html
https://www.gfwcws.org/manuals-forms/ws-manuals-handbook---forms-.html
https://www.gfwc.org
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Community Service Programs  

Environment  

Sally Larson, Chair 

Washington is going to face rising environmental challenges in the years ahead. How 

well our state does to maintain both human and environmental quality is in large part 

up to us as citizens of Washington.  Here are some actions we can take to help our 

environment. 

At home: 

¶ Save energyðturn off lights, unplug chargers, use LED bulbs, turn down 

thermostats 

¶ Conserve waterðfix leaks, take shorter showers, only water lawns and gar-

dens when needed 

¶ Reduce wasteðrecycle correctly, compost food scraps, avoid single-use 

plastic whenever possible 

Protect local nature: 

¶ Join or support local beach clean-ups, tree plantings, habitat restoration pro-

jects 

¶ Respect habitat an wildlife areas by staying on trails an leaving no trash be-

hind 

¶ Help prevent forest fires by obeying burn bans and proper disposal of your 

burned items such as cigarettes 

Smart Consumer 

¶ Buy local and seasonal food to decrease transportation emissions 

¶ Choose products with less packaging, and support businesses that use sus-

tainable practices 

Get Involved 

¶ Learn about environmental issues in your community and share what you 

know with friends and family 

¶ Support environmental organizations, volunteer 
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Federation Forest  

49201 Highway 410 E, Enumclaw, WA 98022  

Federation Forest Committee Members:  Char Lysne & Sally Larson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the torrential rains in mid December, Krystal Miller, Park Ranger 2, replied to an inquiry with 

the following note received December 20th:   

Good morning, Char! 

It has been an eventful week, to say the least. There was major flooding over the highway 

three miles west of the park last week, and a portion of the edge of the highway has been 

taken at the bottom near Enumclaw, but the park remains in good condition. A lot of new 

trees and branches came down in the parking lot and trails, but nothing we wonôt be able to 

clean up. The river did reach the lower day-use area, but did not leave behind any lasting 

damage. 

The cabin is still coming along as maintenance staff have completed several long days at 

Fed over the last couple of months. Iôll try to keep you updated as new portions get complet-

ed. The entire exterior has been painted, and the new metal roofing is complete over the 

bathroom and closet area. The weatherproof barrier has been laid on the rest of the roof, 

and the old roofing has been removed. Further progress this winter will likely be slow going, 

as snow has already begun falling in the park, and the temps have dropped significantly. 

Thank you for caring so much about the park! We appreciate you!  
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¶ Beverages & morning snacks provided 

¶ Cups, plates, napkins, etc. provided 

¶ Bring long-handled tools, if you donôt want to 

bend to weed, 

¶ Small hand tools provided 

¶ Tree planting in memory of Nina Morse, if 

permit is approved (This is a new require-

ment.) 
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Community Service Programs  

Health & Wellness  
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update the federal legislative agenda on a calendar year basis. Even though the GFWC Administration will 

change in July 2026, our legislative priorities approved by the Executive Committee will not be revised in the 

middle of the calendar year. During the year, we also have acted on legislative requests from our affiliate or-

ganizations that may not be specifically listed on the annual federal legislative agenda but are certainly sup-

ported by GFWC. Thatôs just one reason the GFWC International President approves all legislative alerts be-

fore they are distributed to the membership.  

 

Question: How does GFWC decide when to send an alert? This takes knowledge of the congressional 

legislative process and determining that a bill has bipartisan support. For example, advocacy for federal ap-

propriations for violence against womenôs programs and global vaccines usually require legislative alerts in 

March when the Presidentôs budget is released and agency hearings are held, and again in the fall, when 

Congress is typically completing the annual appropriations process. Working with our coalition partners re-

quires action throughout the year and may take the form of a legislative alert or GFWC signing a coalition 

letter urging Congress to act. Especially because of our national presence and local grassroots activism in 

our communities and at the state level, our collective voice utilizing the GFWC Legislative Action Center to 

contact lawmakers makes a big difference when amplifying the efforts of subject matter experts.  

 

Question: Who updates the information on ñlocal representativesò that each person receiving an alert 

sees? GFWC subscribes to VoterVoice which is responsible for maintaining and updating the database of 

elected officials throughout the year. Recently, there have been resignations and special elections; 

VoterVoice is responsible for those updates. They are also responsible for contacting members of Congress 

to ensure they are participating in these types of online services for constituents to contact their elected offi-

cials. Of course, we know that some members of Congress reject these methods, so we encourage club-

women to contact their members of Congress through their official websites and deliver our message in a 

timely manner. Question: Why canôt the letter to a local representative be personalized? VoterVoice doesnôt 

allow the message to be edited, but it is acceptable for you to copy and paste the message, add a personal 

note, and then email it to your member of Congress. We hope that you will also send the message through 

the LAC because that provides GFWC with an accurate participation rate.  

 

Question: What can a member do if they prefer to send a personalized message but include the de-

tails from the alert? Can you track those emails? GFWC cannot track an email that you send directly to 

your elected official through their website or if you personally know congressional staff and communicate with 

them. Thatôs why we hope you will respond to the GFWC LAC alert and if necessary, share the message 

again with the congressional office. We closely monitor the number of clubwomen involved in the LAC who 

act on our alerts. We often share with our coalition partners that we have had thousands of clubwomen con-

tact members of Congress on a given issue. That is very impressive to our partners and adds tremendous 

value to GFWCôs advocacy initiative.  

 

Question: What should a member do if they receive a personal, not a canned response, from their 

representative? Please share that response with the chairman of the Legislation/ Public Policy Committee. It 

will be very helpful to the coalition to determine next steps with that member of Congress.  

 

Got other questions? Let us know by contacting the chairman of the Legislation/Public Policy Committee or 

your regional representative on the committee.  
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Clubs in our State  

GFWC Apple Blossom  

 

GFWC bread tags for Danielle 

Cares for Chairs (wheelchairs for 

kids). Our newest project is col-

lecting used/broken crayons 

which will be made into new cray-

ons.  We hope to fit in a meeting at 

State Convention in Aprilðjoin us 

and learn more about how we 

serve the various communities in 

which our members live. 

Pictured is a display of 34 pillow-

cases, 8 hats, 10 baby quilts, and 1 

lap robe Cheryl Holman made and 

delivered to Community Action 

Center in Pullman for GFWC Apple 

Blossom Club. 

 

GFWC Peninsula Keystone  

 

 

Our annual retreat was January 22-25 in 

Port Angelesðthe highlight of the yearð

with lots of talking, good food, and may-

be a movie or twoðand shopping.  This 

year we explored downtown areas of  

Sequim and Port Angelesðjust having 

fun with our girlfriends and solving the 

problems of the world (LOL). On our way 

home Sunday, we stopped for breakfast 

in Sequim at the Oak Table.  
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Clubs in our State  

GFWC Chambers Bay  

 

Community Engagement and Fundraising 
 
Chambers Bay Women's Club (CBWC) has been actively involved in a variety of community events 

and fundraising efforts. This year, the club once again participated in the Faith Lutheran Holiday Fair 

in Lacey, where fifteen members contributed by crafting items, preparing food, and volunteering at 

the booth. The event was a successful fundraiser, and members enjoyed the opportunity to sell their 

creations while fostering a spirit of fun and collaboration. 

Continuing their fundraising momentum, CBWC hosted their November Brown Bear fundraiser, 

achieving their highest car wash ticket sales since the initiative began in 2019. 

Holiday Giving and Charitable Outreach 
 
During the holiday season, the club purchased food for families in need at both Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. This year marked a new approach: in addition to delivering 20-25 cases of canned food 

and boxes of perishables to two different food banks each week, the club allocated funds for Toys for 

Tots. With a convenient collection site hosted by a memberôs business, members contributed toys 

that filled four large barrels, resulting in an in-kind donation valued at $1,730. 

Club Events and Member Activities 
 
The December Christmas meeting featured a festive party at an Italian restaurant, complete with de-

licious food, engaging games, and plenty of camaraderieðfree from club business discussions. In 

January, the club welcomed a guest speaker: the Superintendent of a local school district. He dis-

cussed upcoming school issues and provided a valuable educational session on various types of 

school funding, offering insight to all members regardless of their district affiliation. 

Ongoing and New Service Projects 
 
One of CBWCôs new service initiatives involves members preparing two loaves of meat-and-cheese 

sandwiches for a nearby homeless shelter. Each week, a different member delivers the sandwiches, 

and the number of bags provided continues to grow each month. The club remains dedicated to 

maintaining all ongoing activities and projects, with two new initiatives slated for proposal in Febru-

ary. 

Leadership and Administration 
 
The club's nominating committee has been elected and is diligently identifying candidates for the 

next administration, ensuring effective leadership and continuity for future club activities. 
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Clubs in Our State  

GFWC Cathlamet Womanôs Club 

Happy New Year 2026! 

I am excited about our 

club partnering with 

other organizations in 

our community to 

prepare for Americaôs 

250th Anniversary 

Celebration this year! 

November 4th was our 

last club meeting, 

followed by a 

spectacular Christmas 

party on December 10th.  

We gathered at The 

Cottage December 10th to meet our 2025 Citizen of the Year, Mark Letham, with his 

wife, Banya. Our first meeting of 2026 will be February 3rd, with a full agenda. March 

21st we will host GFWC Columbia District Spring Conference in Cathlamet.  Our 

annual pie sale is May 8th at the Tsuga Gallery.  June 14th we will celebrate Julia 

Butler Hansenôs birthday and our Citizen of the Year at the Julia Butler Hansen Rose 

Garden. 

Pearl Blackburn, Club President 
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Clubs in Our State  

GFWC Chewelah Womanôs Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ladies are Bonnie Rail, Nancy Hartill (seated), and standing is Holly Peterson.  Oh 

yeah...and the guy in the red suit is SANTA. 

They attended the newly-opened library, Christmas festivities in Loon Lake...one of 

the Library of Stevens Countyôs new facilities.  
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Clubs in our State  

GFWC Kitsap Peninsula  

Volunteers in action!!  November saw the members 

filling 75 Christmas stockings for the children at the 

YMCA Womenôs Shelter.  The stockings were deliv-

ered, along with 25 gift bags for the women.  

Our December meeting was held at the home of 

Juanita Paulsen 

         

 

 

 

 


