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I first

showed me

a Washi

We think 1t

Eit her

DCz2/ I3 ¢ Ja

How cute iIis this bag tag
Do you want pgdapl e s 3G Fa\Ck
we ha

fundr ai ser ,

As a St ate
$30 shi ppieodr$t2d6 Yianu per son!
Contact i miikfedgpmei'ledot @y aho

check your PIN Jewelry B
this exac!l

| ove to

Pl ease
I woul d

own

ur d

sa@awmiemoat aDawmand t
herd! fr %Wen t1®BEI0.B arlt

State owned p

ngt on
bee

mi ght have
way, I f you have one [
would LOVE to own i
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SocKk Slptritn

Lejs do one more challenge t ¥YNish up our two YyE

Starting today, Febrwuary 1st thru Spring Convent
and donate SOCKS to your favorite organizations
new onies.,your own cluBoakeasan blbabniyess,i zcehi | dr e
adul ®©sfs your choigceQCKSUst

Send me an éeémarl eflot @yahowiddmthe total pairs of
donated aljpdsket what our <coll ecti vellil mpauxstri acg no wre
Fall goal of 1, 896! Our federation year! I f yoc
vention we will als count those towards the goa

As before, t his
ty member s! Thank

0
i's a fun competition with the or
y O I n advance!

M2 HCDN

iLi ving the MWolunteer Spirit
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Outstanding Clubwoman of the Year

The awar ddWS GEMWECbwoman of the Year , i s to honor a
clubwoman and volunteer who demonstrates the GFW
i mprovement through okbVungeehes¥odvuoeeer Spirit.

Each club may select one member to be honored. A
Mar ch 1,, d2e0s2c6r i bi ng the candi dat @t bBraocghvDéecembél
O T I20S208)

Cindy Bassage

9626'"'S5T7 CT W

University Place, WA 98467
clbassage@omcast. net

The report must include the foll owing:
Cover Page:

Candi dates Name

Club

District

Club Pr &siSdgmtat ur e

Narrative containing no more than two typed page

Brief description of Federation activities pri.
Detailed description of current GFWC activitiie:
Brief description of State, District, and club
Brief description of community activities out si
Brief description of family and professional I

El i gibility:

The candi dat e nuayi rbge nae ndbueetd/So it oGHWC consi der ed.
el ectedWSFWEfi cers anWS pRrsdasiGFaMCt s are not eli gi

Pl ease consider nominating a member of your <club

I f you have any questions, please do not hesitat

Cindy Bassage
GFWEGNS President EIl ect
25-33-3548

iLiving the Molunteer Spirit
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LEADERSHI P, EDUCATI ON AND DEVELt
(LEADS

Contact Cindy -Béa888delpha®s58ge @comcast . net

Club women are encdErAdDaddit daappl yBabow you wil f fi

need. I f you have any questions or concerns, pl gase
-LEADS
Leadership, Education and Devel opmen Se
Turningstoddagwomen | rst ol eaodeorrsr ow

I n 2001 GFWC conceived the idea to begifuacutreai ni
|l eaders have gone through the LEADS training, an ma
di stricts, states and even GFWC.

From the beginning of the program, GFWC Washiphgtc
the seminars up through 202B3EADSeam narprianud 0rlad tae

experience! Currently, we are running out of member
about who in your club is a secret | eader and engour
due Febrwuary 10, 2026.
The Seminar is held on the day prior to the ofpeni
Scottsdal e, Ari zona The -26d'nvention dates are Jufe 2
GFWC suggests the following criteibinac ef oirn tah ofsief ei

advenat ur e

f Demonstrates | eadership capabilities at thejfclu
club project or committee chair

f Exhibits a commitment to the Federati on
ng of the GFWC missi n o
h

f Exhibits an under stand

i

and projects in which she is or has been inyolyv
f Demonstrates |l eadership skills, i ncluding, ut

trustworthiness, ent husi as m, and fl exibilidt
T Exhibits an interest in and willingness to ur s
f Agrees to share information gained froWSpanditci

to attend and share at the Fal/l GFWC WSR reg@gion

I

f Has not hel d e
Il s a current d

D

cted positions at or beyond|Jthe

=

c
()

S paying member and has not fatt

LEAD&St t endees are expected to be responsible for
their personal commitment and are responsible fo ma

i ve:

f Transportation nd | odging stipend of $325. 00 f

LEAD&St t endees rece
a

at the completion of the seminar.
e
e

T Lunch during th LEADS program (no registra@ion

f Additional travel stiwW®end of $250 from GFWC

iLiving the Molunteer Spirit
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GFWAGNS LEADERSHI P EDUCTI ON and DE
SEMI NAR (LEADS)
APPLI CATI ON FORM

Name

Addr ess

civvty: ___ St at e
Phone: Emai |
Club

Di strict:

Pl ease answer the following questions in as much
(Attach a separate sheet of paper I f more space
List of all |l ocal c¢club offices and/ or chairmansh
List of all District offices and/ or chairmanship

List of GFWC club/ District programs/ projects 1in

List positions at the District, State Federation

Are you willing to:
Cover costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered b
Share what you have | ear nse dneantb eLrESA?D SY ewsi,t h_ _y 0 uNcC
Share what you have |l earned at LEADS at your R

Return this form, along with two | etters of supp
sageFdlyruary dls5haf9d@de @comc 96PHSH S&&@T W Uni versity
98467

iLiving the Molunteer Spirit
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It i s so exciting to have new members! Th
energy, and enthusiasm to the cl|l udbDo@ofuo m-
get that being a member of a GFWC club pr
ACONTRI BUTE to the quality of |ife i
AGAI N a sense of fulfillment and sat|
APARTI CI PATE i n i nteresting, I nf or mat
AEXPLORE and sharpen skills that can
me n t
AEXPAND a netwoigrofesosnoaaltsand per ¢
ABECOME PART of a isfwppdrhte scyosttmeumi ty
ABUI LD |Iifelong friendships and have
What are you doing to build and maintain
new club? | am very pleased with all the
revitalize clubs. We have seen an increas
We have a new club GRWChE€oWwbngri e®@w&ee dVp m
ClubThey are off to a great start. You ca
tivities. Meredeth in Kirkland has been w

Their membership has grown due to the man
Lynda in Spokane is working Cobubegpinhbge 9

Cat hl amet are doing amazing projects in t
me mber shi p. |l am working with Barbara to
tinuing to work to get a club iIin Mapl e Va
Eastern Washington. Where el se can we bu

need your hel p.

We have anot helrhenenwvew Ilcdbu'lb f orGRaMC iDrupDwmPR o n
Community Hheg have 6 members. Thank you
l zi ng tWeilsc ocmheubLadi es!

Nancy Burdick
GFW&Nashington State Membership Chair

iLiving the MWolunteer Spirit
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OHOLD A MEMBERGSRUIPTMREENT OGEVENT
A Membership Recschwiutl de mted afhweEtMEINAAt |t shoul d be

to the purpese¢eiai nJaneéncouraging, enlisting pote
Get the iwonr ds oocuital medi a, wohkeugh frarméehgs, newspa
Where andTWhrekn carefully about where you want to
hold the event. Think about who you are trying t
| nvi t aSteinodns nvitations with date, time, address,
of person to call for further information and RS

Promote yicuradleulma brag board tha&atswblkly, vpasgal hAnc
event s.

Refreshimdmasy s makes an event .

Name TaMgeanbers should wear GFWC nametag. Have nar
with a smile, a handshake, and war m woirnd ss hoef e twetl
able to contact them | ater.

Inf or mati ohhé&oirnfi @ammal portion of your recruitmen
ff orapalogram. Warm, hospitable, welcoming, posit.i
will guarantee that the first half of your event
ter set the stage, Create the environment and so

me mber want to join!

Then share the detail SBRIFEFOYMr c¢cl ub and GFWC

T Give background information about the cl ub:
maj or achievements in your community, incl u
T Provide current information about t hgeoicnlgub:
projects, meeting day and time, social acti:’
T Summary ofs tntoestcliudmportant project: emphasiz
needed to help reach project goals, kinds o
popul ation served.
T Share the Benefits of Membership in GFWC (a
T All ow time for questions
1T Sincerely thank them all for attending and |
we l | as a GFWC Brochure. Mention your next
them attend and join your c¢lub.
Afterward, write a personal note thanki Rgmeadhhp
the next date of your c¢club meeting.
Write a note to the potenti al member s who were u
them to be i nvolved in your next big project.

iLi ving the MWolunteer Spirit
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me t o Wel come Your New Member s!

Send an official |l etter of wel come | fr

ntial that each newt anedibreg memil
r She will wel come the new me
those acronyms mean

t he ot he member s of t he
Team s houl
muwaniohe
s can be a

he new membe
sts, and s ki

Encourage her to invite some of her o
herif she is excited, that will show
GFW@speci al Il nterest groups, if

your c¢club. You may choose to pro
amount for c¢club dues, as well as

iLi ving the MWolunteer Spirit
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\ UNITY IN
)\ DIVERSITY

GFWAGNS has a né6wWCIlI DbPont Commun i

By: Tracy Morzuch, GFWC DuPont Community Hive P

The GFWC DuPont was created after a comment i n a
How did this happen?

Tracy Morzuch moved from South Carolina to the T
GFWC protocol and initiated her membership trans
and joined the GFWC &haChbuebr.s |BiayNoWoenmebnrer , Tr acy ¢
DuPont, WA. Cindy made a comment that Tracy sho

promptly forgot about &i tl)a.uglhfi ngowmtkrndw Trasdy,s eqnh

On December 14, Cindy called Tracy and as&ddi f
called Cindy back 20 dmihnwtee s6 I|meetnebre,r sa n dc osuanidéd ,ng r

How on earth?! Tracy and her roommate Shawna we
i n DuPont, for a cookie exchange. There were 7 p
agreed to join Tracy in this endeavor.
The DuPont Community Hive has had its first meet
the foll owing:
Of ficers

President: Tracy Morzuch

Vi Pg esident : Shawna Gasak

Secretary/ Treasurer: Nor ma Fel i x
Fundraising | deas:

Car Wash gift certificates (credité& iCGlewmb)bel ¢
Concession sales during the summer at games

(continues on n
iLiving the Molunteer Spirit
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Volunteer I deas/ Topi cs

Voting in | ocal elections

Adopt a Road

Recycling

Having a booth aMartklee FkFar Mampont

Supporting Wiggle Butts, a DuPont nonprofit

Prom Dress De&fdt i(arcc2rsspries, etc.)

Cleaning the Walking Trails

Club members were given an overview of GFWC and
DuPont and the new members are EXCI TED! As a re
convention attendees. They are also excited to r

—_ =

The emblem for the c¢club was inspired by the GFWC
The GFWC DuPont Community Hive | oMSksSifsarewasrld t o

I n Federation Spirit,

Tracy Morzuch

Presi dent

GFWC DuPont Community Hive

]
n
ad
£l
-
-
|
k.
=
=]
o
«
-

iLi ving the MWolunteer Spirit
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Community Service Programs
Arts & Culture

Vi cki ConnWs ,ArGFsWC& Cul ture Chair
Connorsplace50@comcast.net

GFWAGNS Writing and Photography

Writing Competition

|l f you are submitting a poem or short story for the
ceived by Arts ChaiFebr\Wiacgki 1Gdr reta26 .lsyend your s u
connorsplace50@omcast. net

The complete competition rWI2é6s GFWC ad auibl avMalneu ail n tf hoeu r
Portal on the hGEWG :wWe/bwsww.eg:f wc. or g

You may find a copy of the wai vhert past: /t/hwew wWagsf hwfcmastmmnr ¢
wsmanu-alae db-ook-mist ml

Photography Competition

To enter the GFWC Photography Competition, pl ease br
WS Convention i n April . You may find a copy of
https:// www. gf wicaovs manawmd # & m d diledsok -mis t ml

The complete competition rWI2éHBs GFWC ad auibl aMalneau ail n  tf hoeu r
Portal on the hGRWG :we/bwsww.eg:f wc. or g

Consider some of the following possibilities: a famo
ite | ocation; members participating in a project you
ing rock, i nsect, pl ant, or pet ; or choose a specifi

a meeting.

Photographs will bWSvoeé¢é mdensn diyt &AFNVCng t he St ate Con
GFWC LIVING THE VOLUNTEERTSB8EBERI PhGODNFGESPhs capture
the Iives of GFWC clubwomen as they actively meet, p
-OorONeE.

OUR WORLD UP -CL®O&SEe a vVvi sual t hat of fers a novel Vi

viewer into a whole new, tiny world. Macro photogr a
er th-anzéeifeSome common examples are bugs, pebbl es,
NATURAL WONDWESRES wi de angles and panor amas, or |l andsc
meadows, sandhil | s, river s, waterfall s, oceans, de s e
NATURAL.

REFLECTIIiGN&tuUure an object, setting, situati on, or | ¢

er mi rrored surface.

iLiving the MWolunteer Spirit
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Community Service Programs

Environment

Sally Larson, Chair

face rising enviro

Washington is going to
to maintain both huma
0

we l | our state does

up to us as <citizens f Washington. Her e
environment .
At home:
M Save enteurgny off | ights, unplug charge
t her mostats
M Conservéfwatbkbeeaks, take shorter showe
dens when needed
T Reduce owestyeel e correctl vy, compast f ooc

pl astic whenever possi bl e

Protect |l ocal nature:
g9 Join or support-upscatroéeeaphantienags, h
j ects
M Respect habitat an wildlife areas by
hind

M Hel p prevent forest fires by obeying
burned items such as cigarettes

Smar-t Consumer

M Buy | ocal and seasonal food to decrea
Mm Choose products with | ess packaging,
tainabl e practices
Get Involved
M Learn about environmental issues in vy
know with friends and family
1T Support environment al organi zations,

iLiving the MWolunteer Spirit
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Federation Forest
49201 Highway 410 E, Enumcl aw, W

Federation Forest Commi ttee Member s: Char

FEDERATION FOREST
STATE PARK

WELCOME

™
GinERAL

nti al rains in mid December, Krys
owing note received December 20t h:

—_
- O
(¢]
C -+
(@)
]
]
D

d morning, Char!
It has been an eventful week, to say the | eas
three miles west of the park | ast week, and a
taken at the bottom near Enumcl aw, but the pa
trees and branches came down in theaparekiarmhdg el
clean up. The river-udied amreach btuhe dli dwenrotd d e a\
damage.
The cabin is stildl coming along as maintenanc
Fed over the | asthlcaup/l & oofk enegpntyhosu. ulpdat ed a:
The entire exterior has been painted, and
bat hroom and c¢cl oset area. The weatherproof ba
the old roofing has been removed. Further
snow has already begun falling in the park

Thank you for caring so much about the park!

iLi ving the MWolunteer Spirit
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E 1T Beverages & morning snacks provided E:

g T Gups sepiliatiesi g apkiiins, ~ietic eipiir o died i

& ~f Bringhamalged tood swahnt // do
i bend to weed,

£ f Small hand tool s provideaud

E f Tree planting in memory
£ permit is approved (Thi
: ment . ) :

_1
R
1

|l nst al |
week o
January
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Community Service Programs
Health & Wellness

Highlighting our GFWC
Affiliate Organizations

" ALZHEIMER'S'
ASSOCIATION

The Alzheimer’s Association leads the way to end
Alzheimer’s and all other dementia - by accelerating global
research, driving risk reduction and early detection, and
maximizing quality care and support

» GFWC

IS est. 1890
“ </ GENERAL FEDERATION
>« OF WOMEN'S CLUBS

iLi ving the MWolunteer Spirit
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VAR SNGEP R
GFWC | ’)) RAISE OUR UNITED VOICES &

GENERAL FEDERATION
oF WOMEN'S CLUBS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

GFWC Federal Government
Relations Consultant

‘&‘:.
@)

LEGlSLﬂmDNIPUBLT POLICY

,”
I

ar

January 2026

Behind the Scenes at the LAC
Katie Robey, GFWC New England Region Representative

GFWC clubwomen are the true grassroots advocates for GFWC’s legislative agenda
because elected lawmakers want to hear from their constituents. State federation
credentialed delegates to the GFWC Annual Conventions vote on resolutions that
establish the public policy agenda for GFWC. The GFWC Board of Directors is
responsible for implementing the agenda and individual clubwomen serve a critically
important role. We are truly a member-driven organization with wolunteer
leadership.

GFWC's Legislative Action Center (LAC) is a powerful tool to alert its members to
GFWC's public policy issues and advocacy efforts at the national level. This
newsletter will take the members behind the scenes to understand from beginning
(why an alert is sent) to end (what happens with the data) with a O &4 with Debra
Bryant, Federal Government Relations Consultant from Unified Solutions LLC.

Question: GFWC has many resolutions voted on by the delegotes each year, who
decides which of these becomes a legislative priority? The GFWC Executive
Committee approves the annual legislative priorities for the organization, and the
document is posted on the GFWC website for our clubwomen and the public. The
priorities are organized in the areas of our signature programs, domestic and sexual
violence awareness and prevention, and advocates for children, and each of the
community service program areas.

Debra Bryant, our GFWC Federal Government Relations Consultant, drafts the
legislative agenda to be considered by the Executive Committee based on legislation
likely to be considered by Congress in the upcoming year. There must be a GFWC
resolution addressing the matter and it is best if there are other like-minded
organizations advocating for the same outcome.

Question: Is the federal legislative aogenda updoted annually? Congress has two
calendar year sessions; the current 119th Congress is 2025-2026. As a result, we do
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eder al |l egislative agenda o

ly 2026, our Jlegislative priorities appr
e calendar year. During the year, we als
that may not be specifically | isted on t
StTlhate reason the GFWC International F
hey are distributed to the membership.

n a calendar
i

o
<
@
M

=
e

i on: How does GFWC deciOhki sshteakes krowl eadgeal eff t
|l ative process and determining that a bill has
iations for v@ oprogramgaamdtglwemaein vaccines wusu
when té&heb®Pdgest diesstrel eased and agency hearings

ess is typically completing the annual appropri
s action throughout the year and may take the f
r urging Congress to act. Especially because of
ommunities and at the state | evel, our coll ecti
ct | awmakers makes a big difference when amplif
ion: Who updatesil obhal i nEpr etateanto nd @mle sper son rec
WC subscribes to VoterVoice which is responsi bl
ed officials throughout the year. Recently, the
Voice is responsible for those updates. They ar
sure they are participating in these types of o
Of cour s e, we know t hat some members of Congr
to contact their members of Congress through t
y manner . Quetshtei odnet tV@hry tcoana | oc al representat.i\
the message to be edited, but it is acceptable
and then email it to your member of Congress.
AC because that provides GFWC with an accurate

i on What can a member do i f they prefer to sen
fronCanheyoau etrrta2ck t hose email s? GFWC cannot tr:
elected official through their website or iif yo
& Twhy we hope you wild.l respond to the GFWC LAC
with the congressional office. We closely moni
n our alerts. We often share with our coalition
members of Congress on a given issue. That is v
t® G&HWGcacy initiative.
ion: What should a member do i f they receive a
senRPlagasre ?share that response with the chairman
be very helpful to the coalition to determine n

t her duwdastuisorksnow by contacting the chairman of
regional representative on the committee.
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Clubs in our State
GFWC Apple Blossom

bread tags for
Cares for Chairs (wl
“kids). Our newest pr
ecting used/ broken
h wi || be made |
We hope to fit
e Convendjoinni as
|l earn more about
e the various c
h our members |

ured 1 s a displ e
s, 8 hat s, 10 be
robe Cheryl Hol r
i vered to Communi
er in Pull man f
som Cl ub.

GFWC Peninsula Keystone

Our annual retr eal
Port Adtgled elsi ghl i gh
with |l ots of talki 1y -

be a mov&ian«brslnwppi__
year we explored dc¢

e
Sequim and BqgmtstArhg f‘:fﬂ"f
fun with our girlfr| 0 ] €
problems of the worfkl: L i

home Sunday, we st d
i n Sequim at the OgQ
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Clubs In our State
GFWC Chambers Bay

—+

Community Engagemen and Fundraising

Chambers Bay Women's Club (CBWC) has been active
and fundraising efforts. This year, the club onc
in Lacey, where fifteen members contributed by c
the booth. The event was a successful fundraiser
creations while fostering a spirit of fun and co
Continuing their fundraising momentum, CBWC host
achieving their highest car wash ticket sales si
Hol i day Giving and Charitable Outreach

During the holiday season, the c¢club purchased fo
Christmas. This year marked a new25ppasas haf ima ml
and boxes of perishables to two different food b
Tot s With a convenient coldl datsiinre ssi,t enelmbetred clo
that filled four | ar-gentdadoepbstsionesal uedgatn$anv

Club Events and Member Activities

The December Christmas meeting featured a festiwv
|l icious food, engaging gathéseeahdoml ehtup blscama
January, the club welcomed a guest speaker: the
cussed upcoming school i ssues and provided a val
school funding, offering insight to al/l me mber s
Ongoing and New Service Projects

One of GCBWOv service initiatives involvas-dnemser
sandwi ches for a nearby homel ess shelter. Each w
and the number of bags provided continues to gro
mai ntaining al/|l ongoing activities and projects,

ary.
Leadership and Administration

The club'"s nominating committee has been el ected
next administration, ensuring effective | eadersh
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Clubs in Our State
GFWC Cat hl amet Womanos

Happy New Year

| am excited a
club partnerin
ot her organiza
our community

prepare f®r Am
250t h Anniver s
Cel ebration th

November 4th w
AWl ast club meet
foll owed by a
spectacul ar Ch
party on Decem

: . : We gathered at
Cottage December 10th to meet our 2025 Ci

wi f e, Banya. Qur first meeting of 2026 wi
21st we wil/ host GFWC Col umbia District
annual pie sale is May 8th at the Tsuga G

Butl er &Habnisretnhday and our Citizen of the
Garden.

Pear | Bl ackbur n, Club President
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Clubs in Our State
GFWC Chewel ah Womanos

PHOTOGRAPHY

Ladies are Bonnie Rail, Nancy Harti/l
yeah...and the guy in the red suit I

They attendeogpetnteel newlrymary, Christmas ffest
the Library oft Steaw dmsc i Cadunteys.
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Clubs in our State
GFWC Kitsap Peninsula

Vol unteers in action!! November saw the
filling 75 Christmas stockings for the c¢h
YMCA Wo@Gne®8helter. The stockings were del.
ered, along with 25 gift bags for the wom

Our December meeting was held at the home
Juanita Paul sen

iLi ving the MWolunteer Spirit



