
ñLiving the Volunteer Spiritò 

   

 
   Summer, 2026 

     No. 110 Vol. 4   

+z¯fµ~{^|  

GFWC-Washington State (www.gfwcws.org) is a member of General Federation of Womanôs Clubs 

(www.gfwc.org) 1734 N Street NW, Washington, D.C. 20036-2990  Phone (202) 347-3168 

The Washington 

 

GFWC Cathlamet Presentation-95th Anniversary 

Photo Contest Entries 

 

 

 

  ΤΡΤΨ #ÏÎÖÅÎÔÉÏÎ 

Dr. Susan Gettys, 

GFWC Secretary 

(above in red) 

was our guest for 

the weekend and 

she joined us in 

the short walk for 

pancreatic cancer. 

Right: Bigfoot 

was presented to 

Kim for her yard. 

 

T             

! 

Middle picture is GFWC DuPont Community Hive.  

Pictured are Dr. Susan Gettys, Nancy Burdick, 

GFWC-WS    Membership Chair, Shawna Gasak, 

Jennifer Maldonado, Norma Felix, and Tracy       

Morzuch, club president. Lower picture is GFWC 

Cowlitz Lewis Womenôs Service Club, represented 

by Brianne Palomino and Diana Cunningham. 
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NSTALLATION OF  

2026-28 OFFICERS 

Left to right: 

Charlene Lysne, Treasurer 

Dr Susan Gettys, GFWC   

Secretary & Installing Officer 

Cindy Bassage, President 

Paulette Stinson, Secretary 

Below:  Presidentôs Pin    

Past Presidentôs give their 

blessing to the pin as it  

passes through each of their 

hands and is pinned to     

Cindy, our newest President. 
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TOP:  Cindyôs family: Ari & Jennifer 

Bonfil, her husband, Ron & son,    

Brian. 

MIDDLE:  Reception Committee 

from GFWC Chambers Bay, and to  

right, Kim and Cindy, jointly sounding 

the gavel to adjourn the convention. 

BOTTOM:  Beautiful table of deli-

cious desserts for the reception after 

installation. 
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љÑŸŊĲƣőĲƖШìĲШìŔũũШÉŸċƖњ 

  

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your GFWC-WS 

State President for the next two years. I am deeply honored to 

step into this role, and I am grateful for the trust, encourage-

ment, and strength you have shown as we begin this new 

chapter together. 

For those who were unable to attend our State Convention, I 

want to share the essence of the message I delivered.  

I stand before you tonight with a heart full of gratitude -and a 

great deal of  humility. When I think about the women who 

have stood in this place before me, who built this Federation 

through decades of service, advocacy, and quiet determina-

tion, I am reminded that this honor belongs not to me alone, 

but to all of you who placed your trust in me. 

Thank you for believing in our shared work.Thank you for showing up year after year, meeting after 

meeting, project after project- to make our communities stronger and kinder. Our theme this admin-

istration will be ñ Together We Will Soar.ò We soar when we lift each other up instead of tearing each 

other down. We soar when we see strength in our differences and purpose in our shared dreams.  

We soar when we refuse to accept that the way things are is the way they must remain. No leader, 

no team, no community can rise alone.  But together we can reach the heights that once felt out of 

reach.Together, we can transform challenges into opportunities and hopes into action. Let us show 

the world what becomes possible when we move forward as one. 

Together, we soar. 

The  project that we will focus on is reading with children and collecting childrenôs books. I am asking 

the Washington State Federation of Womenôs Clubs to make reading and access to books our defin-

ing initiative. This is not a new direction for us. Education has always been at the heart of what we 

do. What I would like is for us to  sharpen this commitment. 

 

How can this be accomplished? 

¶ By calling for a state-wide book drive. 

¶ By launching volunteer reading initiatives across Washington state. 

¶ Asking clubs to build partnerships with schools and libraries. 

¶ We can  connect with teachers who know which students need support and volunteer in 

your local school district helping with reading programs. 

 

A  program that was shared with meðand has since become truly dear to my heartðis United  

Through Reading. You will be hearing a lot  more about this during my administration, because its  

mission aligns so closely with our own values of connection, care, and strengthening communities.  
          Continued on next page  



ñLiving the Volunteer Spiritò 

 5 

љÑŸŊĲƣőĲƖШìĲШìŔũũШÉŸċƖњ 
 

 United Through Reading, A 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization   helps service members record and 

share story time videos with the children in their lives, ensuring every military child can hear a loved 

one's voiceðno matter where they serve. 

 
Since 1989, United Through Reading has   
helped millions of military families stay close 
through the simple, powerful act of reading 
together.  
 
These ideas  are ambitious, but I know who 
we are.  I know what GFWC is capable of 
when we set our minds to something.  We 
have done hard things before, and we can  
do them again. 
 
Lastly, I want to speak about goals. Many of 
these goals began during Kimôs administra-
tion, and together we will keep nurturing 
them, strengthening them, and helping them 
flourish. 
As we move forward, let us remember the 
message that has guided us since our incep-
tion and during Kimôs administration  
ñMembers Always Bring Extra Loveò. And the 
truth is, we can always use a little more 
LOVEðmore kindness, more patience, more 
encouragement, more connection. 
With that spirit, we will continue to grow together. Some of my goals for us  in no particular order are: 
 

1. Grow our membership by reaching out to new communities, inviting diverse voices, 
and celebrating the unique strengths each woman brings.  

 
2. Finding ways to bring our current membership back to our meetings. 
 
3. Elevate communication so every member feels informed, valued, and included in 
the journey we are taking together. 

 
4. Celebrate our successes ð big and small ð because recognition fuels motivation 
and reminds us why our work matters. 

 
5. With the help of Martha Curwen, our  Leadership Committee Chair establish new 
Leaders within our organization. 

 
6. Infuse the  theme, Together We Will Soar, into everything we do, ensuring our       
actions reflect unity, uplifting others  and a  shared purpose. 
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ñTogether We Will Soarò 

 
Continued from previous page 
 
 
As we embark on this new administration, I am reminded of the symbol of the butterfly ï a repre-
sentation of transformation, and the quiet strength that emerges through change.  It is my hope that 
these next two years will reflect these same qualities:  time for growth, renewed energy, and pur-
poseful action.  Let us approach our work with open minds, steady hands, and a shared belief in the 
power of collective service. 
 
Together, we will continue the legacy entrusted to us. 

 
Together, we will build upon the achievements of 
the past while embracing the opportunities that 
await us. 
 
And together, we will ensure that GFWC re-
mains a beacon of service, leadership, and hope 
within our communities. 
 
As we step into this new chapter, may we carry 
forward the courage of those who came before 
us, the compassion that defines us, and the 
commitment that unites us. Let us lift one anoth-
er, guide one another, and give of ourselves with 
open hearts and steady purpose. 
 
Tonight is not just the beginning of a new admin-
istration ð it is the beginning of our shared flight 
and what better time than the present to start 
working towards our goals, so I would like to 
challenge each of you in this room to not only 
attend the  2027 Spring Convention but to bring 
another person with you that is not here tonight 
as we work to grow our membership in service 
of our mission. ñTogether We Will Soarò 
 
I am honored to walk this journey with you, and I 
hope to make you proud. 
 
ñTogether We Will Soarò. 
 

Thank you for your partnership and support. I look forward to a FANTASTIC  two years. 
 
  
Cindy GFWC-WS President, 2026ï2028 
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 United Through Reading 

 

¶ What it is: A free program that lets military members record themselves reading a 
childrenôs book aloud. 

¶ How it works: The recording is sent to the child along with a physical copy of the 
same book, so they can read along anytime. 

¶ Access: Available through their app or at participating locations worldwide. 

¶ Website:  https://unitedthroughreading.org 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of the Program 

 
United Through Reading (UTR) was established in 1989 with the mission to strength-
en military families' literacy and emotional bonds through the power of reading togeth-
er, regardless of distance. The program allows service members to record themselves 
reading children's books, which can then be sent home for their children to watch and 
listen to, creating cherished moments that help sustain family connections during chal-
lenging times  

How It Works 

 
Recording Sessions: Service members can record themselves reading from a selec-
tion of over 400 children's books. These recordings can be made at various locations, 
including military installations, USO centers, and through the UTR app on personal 
device. 
 
Sending Recordings: Once recorded, the videos are sent home, allowing children to 
hear their parent's voice and feel connected, even when separated by long distanc-
es militarylifenews.com. 

https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=8a8b1f1b1ba20f7d23c0b33f7d515e074baddb9386921263f0ed216e85aa8e93JmltdHM9MTc3NzY4MDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=3c2ac60c-d78e-6b94-208d-d39ed6a36aa1&psq=united+through+reading+military&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly9taWxpdGFyeWxpZmVuZXdzLmNvbS91


ñLiving the Volunteer Spiritò 

 8 

  

Finalé  Officer report from the President    
 
ШƕƨŔĦťШŰŸƣĲШƣŸШƽƖċƓШƨƓШƣőĲШΞΜΞΠ-ΞΜΞΣШ ĬůŔŰŔƚƣƖċƣŔŸŰгШШfШőŸƓĲШƣőċƣШǃŸƨШũŸŸťШĤċĦťШ

ŸŰШƣőĲƚĲШƣƽŸШǃĲċƖƚШƽŔƣőШőċƓƓǃШŉĲĲũŔŰŊƚШċŰĬШŊŸŸĬШůĲůŸƖŔĲƚЮШШfŉШǃŸƨШƽĲƖĲШċŰШŸǭŔĦĲƖШ
ƽŔƣőŔŰШǃŸƨƖШĦũƨĤШŸƖШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣЯШŸƖШĲƻĲŰШŢƨƚƣШċШůĲůĤĲƖЯШfШőŸƓĲШƣőċƣШǃŸƨШċƖĲШċƚШƓƖŸƨĬШŸŉШ
ƣőĲШċĦĦŸůƓũŔƚőůĲŰƣƚШǃŸƨШůċĬĲШċƚШfШċůШŸŉШůŔŰĲШċŰĬШŸƨƖШƚƣċƣĲќƚЮШШfШőŸƓĲШƣőċƣШǃŸƨШ
ċƖĲШŔŰƚƓŔƖĲĬШƣŸШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƚĲƖƻŔŰŊШǃŸƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШċŰĬШƖĲƓƖĲƚĲŰƣŔŰŊШŸƨƖШƚƣċƣĲШƽŔƣőШ
ĲǂĦĲũũĲŰĦĲгШ 

ìĲШőċƻĲШƚĲƻĲƖċũШƣőŔŰŊƚШƣŸШĤĲШĲǂĦŔƣĲĬШċĤŸƨƣвШĬĲƚƓŔƣĲШƚƣċƖƣŔŰŊШŸƨƣШƣőĲШƣƽŸШǃĲċƖƚШ
ƽŔƣőШũŸƚŔŰŊШŸŰĲШŸŉШŸƨƖШĤŔŊŊĲƚƣШĦũƨĤƚЯШƽĲШĲŰĬĲĬШƽŔƣőШċŰШŸƻĲƖċũũШf 9ÅE ÉEШŔŰШŸƨƖШ
ƚƣċƣĲШůĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓгШìĲШũŸƚƣШƣőċƣШĦũƨĤШċŰĬШŸŰĲШŸƣőĲƖЯШĤƨƣШƽĲШ ??E?ШƣƽŸШŰĲƽШŸŰĲƚШ
ċŰĬШƣƽŸШŸŰШƣőĲШĤƖŔŰťШőċƻĲШĦŸůĲШĤċĦťШċŰĬШċƖĲШƚƣƖŸŰŊĲƖШƣőċŰШĲƻĲƖггШШìĲШőŸƚƣĲĬШΝΞΡШ

ƓũƨƚШƻŔƚŔƣŸƖƚШŉƖŸůШůŸƖĲШƣőċŰШΝΜШƚƣċƣĲƚШŉŸƖШƣőĲШΞΜΞΠШìĲƚƣĲƖŰШÉƣċƣĲƚШÅĲŊŔŸŰШůĲĲƣŔŰŊШċŰĬШũŔƻĲĬШƣŸШƣċũťШċĤŸƨƣШŔƣгШ ŰĬШ
ƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШůċŰǃШťƨĬŸƚШŉŸƖШŔƣгШШÑŸŊĲƣőĲƖШƽĲШƓƨƣШŸƻĲƖШΝΞЯΠΜΜШĬŔċƓĲƖƚШċŰĬШƽŔƓĲƚШċŰĬШŊĲŰĲƖċũШĤċĤǃШƚƨƓƓũŔĲƚШŔŰШƣőĲШ
őċŰĬƚШŸŉШĬĲƚĲƖƻŔŰŊШůŸůůċƚШŔŰШŸƨƖШũŸĦċũШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮШШÑŸŊĲƣőĲƖШƽĲШĲŰĦŸƨƖċŊĲĬШŰĲƽЯШǃŸƨŰŊШƖĲċĬĲƖƚШĤǃШĦŸũũĲĦƣр
ŔŰŊШċŰĬШĬŔƚƣƖŔĤƨƣŔŰŊШŸƻĲƖШΝΞΜΜШĤŸŸťƚгШШ ŰĬШŉŸƖШŸƨƖШǯŰċũШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲвШШőĲĲőĲĲЯШǃŸƨќũũШőċƻĲШƣŸШƖĲċĬШċШũŔƣƣũĲШŉƨƖƣőĲƖгШШ 

fШƣƖŔĲĬШƚŸůĲШŰĲƽШƣőŔŰŊƚбШfШƣƖŔĲĬШƚŸůĲШũŸƽĲƖ-ĦŸƚƣШŸƓƣŔŸŰƚЮШШìĲШőċĬШƚĲƻĲƖċũШǯƖƚƣ-ƣŔůĲƖƚШċƣШƚƣċƣĲШůĲĲƣŔŰŊƚЮШШÑőŸƚĲШċƖĲШ
ċũũШƽŔŰƚгШШ?ŔĬШƣőĲǃШċũũШƽŸƖťШƓĲƖŉĲĦƣЯШƓƖŸĤċĤũǃШŰŸƣЯШĤƨƣШƽĲШőċĬШƣŸШƣƖǃЮШШìĲШŰĲĲĬШƣŸШǯŰĬШƽċǃƚШƣŸШŊĲƣШůŸƖĲШůĲůĤĲƖƚШ
ŔŰƻŸũƻĲĬШŸƨƣƚŔĬĲШƣőĲШƚċŉĲƣǃШŰĲƣШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШŸƽŰШĦũƨĤЮШШ?ŔƚƣƖŔĦƣШċŰĬШÉƣċƣĲШŔŰƻŸũƻĲůĲŰƣШŔƚШƚĦċƖǃЯШĤƨƣШƚŸШŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖǃгШШìĲШ
ĦċŰќƣШĬŸШƣőŔƚШċũŸŰĲЯШŰŸƖШƽŸƨũĬШƽĲШƽċŰƣШƣŸгШШfƣќƚШƚŸШůƨĦőШůŸƖĲШĲŰŢŸǃċĤũĲШƽőĲŰШƽĲШƚőċƖĲгШШ~ċĤĲũШƽċƚШċШŊƖĲċƣШƣŸŸũШ

ŉŸƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔĦċƣŔŰŊЮШШfШőĲċƖШƚőĲШƽŔũũШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШƣŸШĤĲШċШƚƓŸťĲƚůċŰШыŊŔƖũеьШ
ŉŸƖШŸƨƖШƚƣċƣĲШŔŰШƣőĲШŉƨƣƨƖĲгШ 

fШċůШƚŸШƓƖŸƨĬШŸŉШĲƻĲƖǃƣőŔŰŊШƽĲШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲĬШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШũċƚƣШƣƽŸШǃĲċƖƚЯШƣőĲШ
ƓƖŸŊƖċůƚШƽĲШƚƨƓƓŸƖƣĲĬЯШƣőĲШũŔƻĲƚШƽĲШƣŸƨĦőĲĬЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШĤŸƨŰƣǃШƽĲШ
ƚőċƖĲĬШƽŔƣőШŸƨƖШĦŸůůƨŰŔƣŔĲƚЮШШòŸƨШƚƣĲƓƓĲĬШƨƓШƣŸШůǃШĦƖċǍǃШĦőċũũĲŰŊĲШ
ŔĬĲċƚШċŰĬШĲůĤƖċĦĲĬШмǰċƣ~ 7ExШƽŔƣőШŊƨƚƣŸЮШШÑőŔƚШÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣШŔƚШŉŸƖĲƻĲƖШ
ĤũĲƚƚĲĬЯШċŰĬШfШƣőċŰťШǃŸƨШƽŔƣőШůǃШƽőŸũĲЯШƚŰċƖťǃШőĲċƖƣЮШ 

~ƨĦőШũŸƻĲШċũƽċǃƚг 
     ШШШШШǂŸШШuŔů 
     ШШШШШ][ì9-ìÉШÂ ÉÑШÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣШΞΜΞΠ-ΞΜΞΣ 

 
ÂЮÉЮШШÑőċŰťШǃŸƨШƣŸШƣőĲШċůċǍŔŰŊШ7ŸŰŰŔĲШìċũĬĲŰШƽőŸШƚőċƖĲĬШőĲƖШƓŔŰШƚƣċƚőШƽŔƣőШůĲгШШ
fШċůШŰŸƽШƣőĲШƓƖŸƨĬШŸƽŰĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШƣŔŰǃШƚƣċƣĲШƚőċƓĲĬШƓŔŰШƣőċƣШfШƓŸƚƣĲĬШċƚШċШcĲũƓШ
 ĲĲĬĲĬШƓƖĲƻŔŸƨƚũǃггШ 

ÂЮÂЮÉЮШШÑőċŰťШǃŸƨгШШÑőċŰťШǃŸƨгШШÑŸШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШƽőŸШőċĬШċШőċŰĬШŔŰШÉċƚƕƨċƣĦőггШШ§~]ЯШ
őĲШŔƚШċůċǍŔŰŊгШШfШƽŔũũШƚőċƖĲШċШƓŔĦШŸŉШőŔƚШőŔĬĲŸƨƣШƚŸŸŰвЮШШs 

 

GFWC Illinois reached out about their upcoming fundraiser to see if anyone in WA State would be interested. If we 
purchase, they will have them at Convention and we donôt have to pay shipping.  I would be happy to transport any 
home that get purchased.  See order form on next page, and let me know if you have questions. Iôll do my best to an-
swer! 
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