
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
I want to once again thank everyone for putting 
their trust in me serving as your President in 
the next two years. Our meetings are very 
important—they keep us connected. But what 
truly makes our club special is what we do 
together beyond the meeting room. The 
friendships we build, the service we give, and 
the impact we make, all come from members, 
choosing to take part in ways that feel 
meaningful to them. 
 

I understand that life gets busy, and it’s easy to stay in a routine. But 
as we begin this new season, I want to gently encourage each of us 
to find just one small way to get involved. It doesn’t have to be a big 
commitment, maybe it’s helping with a project for an hour, sharing 
an idea, or joining others in something new. We are strongest when 
everyone feels included and has a place to contribute. There is truly 
a role for each of you, and your participation—no matter how big or 
small—makes a difference. 
 
Let’s step into this season together with fresh energy, open minds, 
and a willingness to try. When we each take one small step, it creates 
something powerful for our club and our community.  I’m looking 
forward to all we will build together. 
 
Warmly, 
Anna McKinney, President 

 
SOCK COUNT 
The latest sock count is 398!   
Any new socks can be donated to 
reach our goal this year of 500.   

 
Bring socks to the June meeting to help us 
reach 500! 

PLANNER 

NEXT MEETINGS 

General Membership, 

June 2, 2026 at noon 

Program: Scholarship Winners 

 

Evening Group– 

6:30 Social -- 7:00 meeting  

June 10, 2026 

Program: Family Support 

Center 
 

Contact Woman’s Club of 

Olympia  
1002 Washington Street SE  

Olympia, Washington  98501-1352  

(360) 753-9921  

  
Website: 
www.womansclubofolympia.org  
www.gfwc.org 
 

 
Search Facebook for: 

Abigail Stuart House-Woman's Club of Olympia  

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

The Woman’s Club of Olympia 

JOURNAL  
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http://www.womansclubofolympia.org/
http://www.womansclubofolympia.org/
http://www.gfwc.org/
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EVENING MEETING UPDATE 
On May 13th, the Evening group listened to the 
Capital Lakefair Court.  The next Meeting will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. for a social time and meeting 
begins at 7:00 pm at the Clubhouse on June 
13th with a program by Family Support 
Services. 
 
      

GOING OVER THE EDGE 
Sandra Groves has reached and exceeded her goal of $1,000 
to participatein the Senior Services for South Sound’s Over the 
Edge fundraiser.  You can come June 13th to watch her rappel 
over the side of a building at Huntamer Park.  Stay tuned for 
more details.  Sandra wants to thank everyone in the Club who 
donated to her efforts! 
 

RAISING THE ROOF! 

   
 $40,000 GOAL 

    

      

   

   

   

   

   

 $580  

  START 
 

 
We need to raise funds for a new roof on 
The Abigail Stuart House.  We are setting 
a goal of $40,000.  So far we have raised 
$580.   
 
Watch the “thermometer” rise! 

 
WOMAN’S CLUB PARTICIPATES  
IN AMERICA 250 EVENT   
Four Woman’s Club of Olympia members participated in the 
Olympia Historical Society’s Celebration of America’s 250th 
Anniversary Celebration at the Lord Mansion on Saturday, 
May 16th.  We dressed for the occasion and represented the 
Club’s history in Olympia.  Pictured are Barbara Pugliese, 
Sandra Groves, Anna McKinney and Linda Wolfe. 
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WRITE YOUR OWN HISTORY 
As the new Archive/Librarian for The Woman’s Club of Olympia, Sandra Groves 
is implementing a new “Make Your Mark in History” campaign.  She is asking 
members to write about themselves and has furnished topics for them to guide 
them.  We look at our Founding Members with awe and inspiration.  What will 
history reveal about us in 100 years.  This project will give future Woman’s Club 
of Olympia members a look at who we were. 
 

Sandra reports that she has only received 2 writings from members. 
   
The following is a list of topics and questions to assist you in writing your profile.  There are no 
requirements as to the length of your autobiography, nor are you restricted in what you share.   
 

1. Where were you born? 
2. Who was your immediate family? 
3. Did you have pets? 
4. How did you come to live in Olympia? 
5. What was your education and what schools did you attend? 
6. What type of employment did you do? 
7. What events shaped who you are today? 
8. Have you been involved in any particular events (social, political, community)? 
9. Why did you join The Woman’s Club of Olympia? 
10. What have you participated in with the Club (projects, events, officer, leadership)? 
11. What do you want history to know about you? 

2026-2028 OFFICERS INSTALLED 

The 2026-2028 Administration of 
Officers were installed at the May 
meeting of The Woman’s Club of 
Olympia.  Pictured from right to left 
are: President Anna McKinney; 
Washington State President Cindy 
Bassage; Librarian Sandra Groves; 
Treasurer Denise Kinney; Secretary 
Debbie Weir; and Vice President 
Sarah Ketter.   
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JUNE MEETING IS A POTLUCK!! 
The June meeting we will honor our scholarship 
winners and their families.  The meeting will be a 
potluck luncheon so bring your favorite dish, 
salad, side, or dessert.  It will also be our last 
meeting until September so plan to attend.   

  

BYLAWS CHANGE 
 
We need to make a change to our Bylaws to incorporate the 
new dues amount.  The dues change was passed earlier this 
year.  Please review this Bylaws change and be prepared to 
vote on the change at the June meeting. 

 
Our current Bylaws read as follows: 
 
Section 3. Dues and fees.   

(a) The application fee for new membership in the Club is ten dollars ($10.00). No application fee is required for 

members transferring from affiliated clubs.   

(b) The annual dues for active members are forty dollars ($40.00), subject to review and change by board 
approval.   

(c) The dues for members joining after January 1 are twenty dollars ($20.00) for the period through May 31.   

(d) The dues for life members are voluntary.  

(e) Dues are due June 1 and delinquent on July 1.   

 

Proposed Bylaw Change: 

Section 3. Dues and fees.   

(a) The application fee for new membership in the Club is ten dollars ($10.00). No application fee is required for 
members transferring from affiliated clubs.   

(b) The annual dues for active members are fifty dollars ($50.00), subject to review and change by board 

approval.   

(c) The dues for members joining after January 1 are twenty five dollars ($25.00) for the period through May 31.   

(d) The dues for life members are voluntary.  

(e) Dues are due June 1 and delinquent on July 1.   

 

 



  

THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF OLYMPIA JOURNAL    Page 5 of 9 

The Woman's Club of Olympia 
General Membership Meeting Minutes  

May 5, 2026 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 noon by President Sandra Groves. The Collect and Pledge 
of Allegiance were recited.  Guests included Cindy Bassage, Women’s Club State President.  
 
Birthdays this month: Sybil Goodkin and Mary Siddell. 
 
A motion was made to accept the minutes of the last meeting. Motion was seconded and approved. 
 
A few copies of the Treasurer’s report were distributed. Questions and comments were solicited, and 
the report was placed for audit. The fiscal year ends on May 31. The club remains in the black. 
Initiation of New Members: No new members were initiated.  
 
Member of the Month:  Barbara Pugliese was recognized for the countless hours and services she 
provides to the women’s Club including overseeing both the maintenance and event rentals of the 
Abigail Stuart House. 
 
Dani Lewis and Luellen Charneski of the Health and Wellness Committee had a drawing for 
Starbuck’s gift cards and plants for members who completed the health and wellness checklist for the 
month of April.   
 
Dani Lewis introduced Kent Combs, presenter for today’s program.  Kent is a local Qi Gong 
practitioner.  He led members in a seated “healing sounds” practice to cleanse and detoxify the body 
and address insomnia.  Kent provided information regarding his YouTube channel and in addition 
provided printed flyers.  
 
Amendment to Bylaws: copies of the proposed amendment to the Bylaws regarding dues were 
distributed.  Copies will be distributed at the June meeting when a vote on the amendment will be 
held. 
 
Dues: due this month and are $50.00. Checks to be submitted to the Treasurer, Denise Kinney or 
payment can be made on the website. 
 
Announcements:   
State Convention: Sandra Groves attended the State Convention and the Women’s Club of Olympia 
received awards for Fundraising, Leadership, Legislation and Public Policy, and Education and 
Libraries. In addition the club won the Meryl Durst award for projects above and beyond what other 
clubs achieve and a fifty dollar award will be disbursed to the club.  The following members received 
certificates for reading books:  Barbara Pugliese (ten books), Sandra Groves and Mary Siddell 
(twenty books), and Linda Malanchuk-Finnan (100 books).  Appreciation was expressed for Mary 
Siddell who completes and submits our reports for these awards.  
 
Tea Committee:  Dani Lewis, Luellen Charneski, and Linda Wolf were thanked for today’s treats. 
Paws for a Cause:  Susan Herring reported that numerous attendees stopped at the WCO tent to ask 
about the club and many signed up to receive information about the club and future events.  Susan 
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thanked volunteers for manning the table: Linda Malanchuk-Finnan, Selena Winner, Molly McNamara 
and Debbie Weir.  
 
Evening Group:  Paige Porter reported that Lake Fair Royalty will be presenting at the May evening 
meeting.  Shelly Willis of Family Education and Support Services will be presenting at the June 
meeting.  
 
South Sound Senior Services: Sandra Groves she is raising funds for the “Over the Edge” to benefit 
South Sound Senior Services. Her goal is to raise $1,000 dollars and she will then be able to rappel 
down a building in Huntamer Park in Lacey on June 13, 2026.  
 
Arts Walk: Nancy Broach reported on the success of the Arts Walk on April 24th and 25th which 
included poetry, dance, art, music and student art in the Abigail Stuart House.    
 
Sandra Groves announced that Patty Mitchell and her Partner were nominated by the Thurston 
County Economic Development Council in the category of innovative business of the year.   
Socks for Little Red School House:  We are still collecting socks for school aged children through our 
June meeting.  Our goal is to collect 500 socks.  
 
Linda Wolfe requested volunteers to bag foods for All Kids Win on May 6 and in the future from 
September through June.  
 
Raffle Winner: Linda Wolfe.  
 
Pen Pals: please write one more letter to your student and that will be the last letter for this school 
year.  
 
New officers installed:  Barbara Pugliese presented a tea rose to Sandra Groves to thank her for her 
term as club President. State President Cindy Bassage installed new officers:  Anna McKinney, 
President; Sarah Keller, Vice President; Debbie Weir, Secretary and Denise Kinney, Treasurer. Cindy 
spoke about the house and the club being a home and refuge for members and the community.  
Anna McKinney presented gifts of appreciation to Cindy Bassage, Sandra Groves and Barbara 
Pugliese.   
  
Events on the Horizon: 
May 17 – Paige Porter will host a club fundraiser, and funds will go toward a new roof for the Abigail 
Stuart House. Paige will share her life changing experience of what it was like to be on Mt. St. Helen 
when it erupted. The presentation is at 1:00, here.    
May 23 – Mystic Faire will return to the Abigail House. It is a day of Tarot readings, healing, classes 
and vendors. Another fundraiser sponsored by Paige. 
June 2 – Scholarship winners will be at our June meeting which is a potluck.  
July 25 – There will be an opening planning session in Dupont which is open to all.  Please consider 
attending or share your ideas with Anna or Sandra.  
 
Debbie Weir, Secretary 
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What and Who is 
The Woman’s Club of Olympia 

 
HISTORY:  The Woman’s Club of Olympia was founded in 1883 by Abbie Howard 
Hunt Stuart and eight other progressive women, six years before Washington 

became a state, to improve the lives of women and to serve the community.  They fought illiteracy and 
poverty, and provided aid for children and needy families before there were public assistance programs.  
The Woman’s Clubhouse was built in 1908 and later named for Abbie Stuart.  We are a non-profit, non-
denominational, non-partisan volunteer service organization.  Learn more at 
www.womansclubofolympia.org. 
 
CLUB GOALS:  The Woman’s Club of Olympia is a member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
(GFWC), GFWC Washington State and the Peninsula District of 9 fellow clubs, volunteer community 
organizations that support the arts, preserve natural resources, promote education, encourage healthy 
lifestyles, stress civic involvement, and work toward world peace and understanding.  Our current projects 
include:  
 

 Fundraising and partnering to support other community non-profit organizations sharing our goals; 

 College scholarships for Thurston County high school seniors based on academic success and financial 
need; 

 All Kids Win providing food for disadvantaged high school and middle school students; and 

 Preservation of the historic Abigail Stuart House, and rental of the house for community programs and 
organizations.  

 
MEETINGS:  Our daytime meetings are at noon on the first Tuesday of each month, September through 
June.  Our evening group meets at 7:00 p.m. the second Wednesday of each month.  All meetings are held 
at the Abigail Stuart House at 1002 Washington Street SE, Olympia.  
 
TO BECOME A MEMBER:  Attend two meetings or Club functions, fill out an application and return it with 
a $10.00 application fee.  After the Board approves the application you pay $40.00 annual membership 
dues and will be initiated at the next meeting.   
 
MEMBERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES:  Woman’s Club members are expected to contribute actively by serving on at 
least one committee or project throughout the year.  A Board Member will talk with you about your interests and 
availability.  Also, each member who attends the daytime meetings is expected to serve on a committee to host a 
tea or luncheon for at least one meeting per year. 
 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS:  You have the opportunity to meet, work, and grow with other women who are 
interested in self and community improvement.  You are part of a historical local, state and national 
organization making a difference in the world.  

 
Contact womansclubolympia@gmail.com for an application.  

  

http://www.womansclubofolympia.org/
mailto:womansclubolympia@gmail.com
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REPORTING FORM / VOLUNTEER HOURS:  Name       
 

 
ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN:  Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 
 
ARTS & CULTURE:    Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 

 

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT:   Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 
 
COMMUNICATION & PR:   Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 

 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:   Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 

 
EDUCATION & LIBRARIES:  Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 

 
ENVIRONMENT:    Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 
 
HEALTH AND WELLNESS:   Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 

 

LEADERSHIP:    Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 

 
LEGISLATION & PUBLIC POLICY: Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 

 

 
WOMEN’S HISTORY:   Hours_______   Monies_______   In Kind____________ 
Description: 


