The Woman’s Club of Olympia

JOURNAL
May 2021
PLANNER

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
April has vanished and it is now May! While I was out of
commission for a while, it was good to know that I had friends in the
WCO club, the District and State. I received numerous cards,
flowers and well wishes and each was much appreciated. You are
my only family now and you mean a lot to me. Thank you.
I have made a couple of donations to the club over the last month. I
purchased a GFWC flag from the national organization and you will
see it flying on the front porch when we have our meetings. We can
also use it for events, parades, etc. Also, I purchased a poster
which is now displayed in the front entryway inside the glass
cabinet. The poster is of a painting called “Women’s Club” and was
featured in a 1927 issue of McCalls magazine. Take a look at it the
next time you visit the house.

NEXT MEETINGS
General Membership
May 4, 2021 at NOON
IN PERSON & ON ZOOM
Program -- Membership
Evening Meeting
Build a Bed Project May 15th
Contact Us:

The Woman’s Club of Olympia
1002 Washington Street SE
Olympia, Washington 98501-1352
(360) 753-9921

Website:
www.womansclubofolympia.org

Sandra Groves, President

Search Facebook for:
Abigail Stuart House-Woman's Club of Olympia

Painted by David Robinson, The Woman’s
Club® first appeared as an illustration in
McCall’s magazine in 1927; the original
now hangs in GFWC Headquarters in
Washington, DC.

Newsletter Editor: Sandra Groves
sandragroves10@gmail.com
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VOLUNTEER
CORNER
HOUSE REPORT – By Mary Siddell
Reliable Electric is preparing for our lighting project as part of the grant. They will rewire the fixtures in
the meeting room and parlor on the main floor. The globes will be replaced and LED light bulbs will be
included. The globes are on order and the project will begin as soon as the globes arrive. The
estimated cost is $3,185.00 plus tax. We have a new custodian thanks to our Reservations
Coordinator, Brittany Svach. She is willing to come in after rentals and make sure things are left in
order and ready for the next event. Brittany and Sandra are working on ideas for marketing our event
space. Our Board approved the purchase of a new locking system for the front door, the dance studio
and the upstairs kitchen. This uses a keypad which can be programmed from Brittany's cell
phone. Security is of utmost importance at our clubhouse. Our upstairs porch is in need of
repairs. We are seeking estimates from contractors. After this project we will see if there is any
money left for interior painting. There is always something to be done at our beautiful, historical
clubhouse.

SCHOLARSHIP REPORT – By Mary Siddell
We have invited our scholarship recipients and their families to the June 1 general meeting. We will
introduce them to you and present them with certificates. We hope to decorate and provide food, but
that is still in the planning stage. Please join us to celebrate their accomplishments as they finish their
senior year and head towards college in the fall.

REPORTING REMINDER
Please don't forget to keep track of
your gardening and exercising this
spring and summer.
CHECK OUT THE NEW WEBSITE
Brittany Svach, Reservations Coordinator, has been designing a new website just for the Abigail Stuart
House and to promote rentals of the house. It is still a work in progress, but check it out at the
following address:

https://www.theabigailstuarthouse.com

THE WOMAN’S CLUB OF OLYMPIA REPORTER May 2021

Page 3 of 6

BUILD A BED EVENT PLANNED
All Woman’s Club of Olympia members are welcome to join in a
work party to build beds for children on May 15th from 10:00 am to
1:00 pm at the home of Linda Wolfe. This event will take the place of
the regularly scheduled evening meeting. It is all skill levels
welcome, no previous skills needed. There are still slots open for
you to participate but reservations to participate are
required. Please contact Jennifer.minich@pa.net or 360-763-6056 to join in the fun. Let us know how
many will be in your party. Alternatively, if you want to provide light refreshments instead of making
beds, that would be welcome. There is a need for morning refreshments and afternoon refreshments.
Drinks and pizza are already being provided. Please coordinate in advance. Also, the district is
collecting twin bed sheets for the program. We will have a representative from the district join us, so
you would be welcome to donate that day since a hand-off can be made.

FUNDRAISER REPORT
With the help of our renters from the AA group who provided manpower to load all the
bags of clothes, supplied the truck and delivered the bags to Value Village, we were able
to complete the fundraiser. Value Village deposited $263 into our club account for our
efforts. Thank you all for the donations and help to make this possible.

AWARDS RECEIVED AT STATE CONVENTION
The Woman’s Club of Olympia received awards at the GFWC Washington State Spring
Convention. We excelled and received certificates for Arts and Culture, Health and
Wellness, Leadership, Fundraising, and Legislative and Public Issues. Way to go,
ladies! This is why we report our hours and our club does a fantastic job. Thanks for
making WCO look good!

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER WINS AT STATE
CONVENTION
Keyona Tartt, a student at River Ridge High School was the WCO first place
scholarship winner. Keyona’s application was forwarded to the GFWCWashington State Scholarship Committee to compete statewide. We are
pleased to announce that she won an additional $3,000 scholarship, plus the
Kathy Estep Memorial Scholarship for an additional $1,000.
Keyona has a GPA of 4.0 and she is graduating with an AA degree from SPSCC. Keyona plans to
attend the University of Washington in the fall, majoring in Psychology. She hopes to become a
criminal justice lawyer.
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MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
April 6, 2021
The meeting was called to order at 1:05 by Vice President Pat Keith followed by The Pledge of Allegiance and a
reading of the Collect by members. Twelve members attended in person and 7 attended virtually.
Our program today was presented by Peter Kmet, Mayor of Tumwater, who spoke on the Tumwater
Environmental Initiative. Mayor Kmet is a recently retired Senior Environmental Engineer. Linda Wolfe,
chairperson for the Environmental Committee, arranged this program. The cities of Tumwater, Lacey and
Olympia, as well as Thurston County work together to attack the problem of climate change as a region. Our
speaker gave us an understanding of the challenges we face and how we can participate in solutions. Some
suggestions included: purchasing electric vehicles, purchasing green power from PSE, conserving power and
water, use of LED lights, making sure our irrigation systems run in the evening or early morning, planting trees
and taking good care of existing trees, seeing if septic systems can be replaced with city sewers, using public
transportation options, purchasing dark skylights, buying local products, and attending farmers’ markets. This
program was very informative and challenged us to participate in making changes that will positively impact
our environment.
MINUTES
The minutes of the General Meeting held on March 2, 2021 were approved as written.
TREASURER’S REPORT
Our Treasurer’s report was the same one presented at the February Board Meeting. Pat Keith stated that our
property taxes will be paid by the end of April.
PRESIDENT’S HEALTH
President Sandra Groves had recent surgery. There were complications which kept her in the hospital. We are
all thinking of her and wishing her well.
PENINSULA DISTRICT CONFERENCE
The Peninsula District Conference was held in March, with 7 members of WCO attending. We received awards
in the following areas: Arts & Culture and Women’s History. Katrina Wynkoop-Simmons was honored as New
Clubwoman of the Year and Mary Siddell received the Clubwoman of the Year award. A summer get-together
is planned for July 15. More information will come by email. A Build A Bed workshop will be held on May 15 at
Linda Wolfe’s home. Please email Jennifer Minich to reserve a spot. All materials are provided.
PROGRAMS
Our May General Meeting will be on May 4. Pat Keith and Linda Wolfe will speak on Membership and
Mentoring.
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Today, we held a diaper and diaper wipe drive for our foster kids project. Members also brought items for the
backpacks that are distributed to all kids at the start of their placement.
ENVIRONMENT
Linda Wolfe brought in plants for our gardens. Please pick one up as you leave. If you choose a sunflower, take
a picture of it for our next meeting and we will see which plant is growing the tallest. There is a container for
coins to help Linda purchase plants for our gardens.
HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Socks are being collected until August for The Little Red Schoolhouse Distribution Day. Socks are the number
one item requested. Dani Lewis arranged for a donation of 300 socks.
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HOSPITALITY
Pat Keith sent cards on our behalf to Sandra Groves and to Susan Herring. Susan thanked us for our thoughts.
HOUSE
Reliable Electric is in the process of ordering supplies to rewire the fixtures on the main floor and they will work
well with LED lighting. Our hot water line to the kitchen is successfully delivering hot water for washing dishes.
We are waiting on an estimate to repair the upstairs porch over our building entrance. All these projects are
part of our grant.
SCHOLARSHIPS
In June, we will host our scholarship winners and their families at our General Meeting. In the past, we have
provided lunch. Members present discussed whether to have a meal at this event. It was suggested that we
provide pizza, which is teen friendly and easy to provide during this COVID time. More discussion will go into
this before we make decisions.
REPORTING
Mary Siddell and Sandra Groves will be providing a new reporting form to chairs of projects to try and capture
more data for reporting. We are trying to improve and streamline the reporting process.
THANK YOU
Pat Keith gave a special thank you to Susan Herring who handled our ZOOM meeting today. Her expertise and
time allowed ZOOM to happen.
50/50 Raffle: won by Mary Siddell $8.00 to her and $8.00 to the club.
Pat Keith provided spring bags of treats to other winners. This was lots of fun.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:40.
Submitted by Mary Siddell, Secretary.

RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY BEING PLANNED
Since the majority of the remodel work is completed and the final projects are being planned and
executed, it is time to show off our efforts. We are planning to do a ribbon cutting ceremony in early
June and to do so we will need volunteers from the membership. We plan to invite all the contractors
who helped make this possible, along with Senator Sam Hunt and Representatives who assisted in
getting the grant through the legislature. The press and others who might be interested in viewing the
improvements will also be invited. If you would like to help with the planning, the publicity, or during the
event, please contact Sandra Groves. We are proud of the house and what has been done so we are
going to let everyone know about it. A planning meeting will be held with those who volunteer, so
please think about participating.
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Community Service Volunteer Hours and Contributions
Member Name
Enter your total hours and contributions. Projects will be reported to the State GFWC.

PROJECT
ARTS & CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT
Federation Forest
Recycling
Gardening

EDUCATION & LIBRARIES

HEALTH & WELLNESS

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH

MEMBERSHIP

FUNDRAISING

COMMUNICATION AND
PUBLIC RELATIONS
WOMEN’S HISTORY

LEADERSHIP

GFWC SIGNATURE PROJECTS

Domestic violence awareness & prevention

NOTES

VOLUNTEER
$
IN KIND
HOURS
DONATED DONATIONS

