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PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE
The Christmas holiday is over, but New Year’s is
upon us now. With the New Year, we all strive to
make that resolution, break a bad habit, start over, or
just try to make this year better than the last. The last two years
have presented us with many challenges, from COVID-19 health
concerns, political unrest and challenges, and figuring out how to
stay safe and sane during lockdowns. We have come through it all
so far, with bumps and bruises along the way, but there is always
reason to hope for a better future. “When the world says, “Give up.”
Hope whispers, “try it one more time.” If you give up, what you
wanted may have been the next thing you try, but you will never
know because you quit. Keeping hope alive is our promise that
things will be better. The Woman’s Club of Olympia has survived
and will continue to thrive despite our challenges. We are the hope
for future generations so keep dreaming, hoping, and planning for the
future.

PLANNER
NEXT MEETINGS
General Membership
Via Zoom and In-Person
January 4, 2022 at noon
Program: Fisher House
Evening Meeting:
January 12, 2022 at 7 p.m.
6:30 p.m. social time
Contact Us:

The Woman’s Club of Olympia
1002 Washington Street SE
Olympia, Washington 98501-1352
(360) 753-9921

Sandra Groves, President

Several WCO members attended
the Northwest Ballet’s version of
The Nutcracker at the Washington
Center for the Perming Arts. We
arrived to snow falling on us at the
entry to the Center. Inside the festivities began with holiday décor
and anticipation. The performance was so exciting, full of color and
splendor and exquisite execution of the dance. The excitement of
the crowd played into the performances of the dancers. All in all it
was a success and we thank Dani Lewis and Luellen Charneski for
the idea back in July and following through with it right up to the
performance. It was great!

Website:
www.womansclubofolympia.org

Search Facebook for:
Abigail Stuart House-Woman's Club of Olympia

Newsletter Editor:
sandragroves10@gmail.com
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VOLUNTEER
CORNER
SOCKS UPDATE
Carol Valley reports that we have collected 323 pairs of socks. Our goal is 500 and we have until June to
continue to collect. Keep up the good work. The kids appreciate our efforts!

ALL KIDS WIN
Bagging of food for All Kids Win (formerly Homeless Backpacks) is always a worthy activity for our club. The first
Wednesday of each month, help bag fruit from 1 to 3 p.m. at the Lacey Columbia Bank building. Placing fruit
cups or applesauce in a plastic bag, sealing it up and doing it again is all that is required. An assembly line and
conversation make it easier and more fun. Consider helping and record your hours!

NOMINATING COMMITTEE TO BE APPOINTED
During the January meeting, we will need to identify members to serve on a Nominating Committee for the
upcoming administration of officers. If you would like to be on this committee, please indicate your willingness
at the meeting. If you cannot attend the meeting, please contact Sandra Groves beforehand so your name can
be submitted. We need to have 3 volunteer members to serve on this committee and they will present their
slate of nominations at the March meeting. Nominations from the floor will also be entertained at the March
meeting.

ANIMAL SERVICES REQUESTS
Animals are sometimes forgotten during
the hustle and bustle of the holiday
season. We have a giving tree in the foyer
of the clubhouse from which you can
select a tag, purchase what is on the tag
and bring it to the January or February
meeting. The donations will be delivered
to Animal Services after the February
meeting. We have already received 30
crocheted blankets for warmth and
comfort for the animals. I took the
blankets home and was setting up to take
a picture when my dog, Barney, pulled one from the stack and
claimed it as his. I need to replace the blanket with another
one!
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BYLAWS BEING UPDATED
Our Bylaws are being reviewed and updated to incorporate the new committees as adopted by GFWC. Those
changes are being made and any new additions, corrections or clarifications will be addressed. The revised
Bylaws will presented to Membership 3 times before they can be adopted.

REPORTING – Mary Siddell
Please send Mary Siddell, msiddell@comcast.net, any volunteer hours or contributions you have made to The
Woman's Club of Olympia. I will begin the report writing the first week in January. I will compile all our data
and write up reports on our projects. By February 15, the reports will be completed and turned in to the GFWC
district and state. Thank you for all your contributions this year. I look forward to sharing the reports with you.

ENTERTAINER AT DECEMBER MEETING
Brianna Kramer entertained The Woman’s Club of Olympia with a
rendition of Christmas songs at the December meeting. Her voice
was wonderful and we all appreciated her talents and her
willingness to present them to our group. Thank you to Dani
Lewis for finding Brianna and making her feel welcome. We
would love for her to come back again! Brianna grew up in
Olympia and teaches voice at her studio, teaching children
through advanced age students.

As of the date of the preparation of this newsletter, we only have one event scheduled for January at the house.
We plan to use the down time to fine tune our procedures for rentals and work toward getting more ongoing
renters such as weekly dance groups and organization meetings that provide a steady income.

SALVATION ARMY FAMILY
Gail Crump, Civic Engagement chair provided the following final analysis on our adoption of a 4 person Salvation
Army family this Christmas. 16 members participated in the project and our donations totaled $1,302.66. The
family was certain to have a very merry Christmas thanks to your kindness and willingness to participate. We
are already thinking about next year’s project. Thanks to everyone and to Gail for spearheading and keeping
track of all the paperwork!

PARKING LOT LIGHTS
If you have been in the parking lot lately and it was dark, there are a couple of reasons this is the
case. First, it is winter and it gets dark a lot earlier than we are used to! Second, the parking lot
lights have not been working as they should. That is being remedied and replacements flood
lights and some electrical work will be done in the coming days. Let there be light!!!
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ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE REPORT – Linda Wolfe
Bring your used Christmas Cards to the next meeting. We will recycle them (save them from the
landfill) into an art project either for the Senior Center, MorningSide or a craft making session for
ourselves (Trinket boxes?). Remember to set your Christmas tree out by 6:00 a.m. to have it picked
up after Dec. 26th. Trees must have all ornaments and tinsel off of them and large trees must be
cut in chunks. For more info call Thurston County Waste Management, 360-754-8340
Don't forget to get your bulbs into the ground or a pot, so you have beautiful flowers this spring!.... and report
your hours to Mary Siddell.

PINE CONE WREATHS – Linda Wolfe
If anyone is interested in another pinecone wreath, I have more than enough cones to make 2
or 3 more. All proceeds will go to the club. Contact Linda Wolfe at 360-701-5056.

HOUSE REPORT – Mary Siddell
We have a busy week planned at the clubhouse the week after Christmas. Davis Co. will start the finishing
touches on the interior painting on Monday and work all week. Reliable Electric will repair the lighting for our
parking lot that week, as well. Sunset Air will complete the maintenance on our furnaces and ductless air
conditioning unit. The painting will use the last of our grant funds. We are so fortunate to have received this
grant.

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
December 2021
The meeting was called to order at 12:07 by President Sandra Groves followed by The Pledge of Allegiance and a
reading of the Collect by members. Eighteen members and two guests attended the meeting.
MINUTES
The minutes of the General Meeting held on November 1, 2021 were approved as written.
TREASURER’S REPORT
A statement of activity from October 19 to November 16, 2021, and a Statement of Financial Position as of
November 16, 2021 were presented and accepted. Ellen Wagner reported that our total assets equaled
$177,003.53. Our net Revenue was $3,451.40. The Treasurer’s Report was filed for audit.
BAZAAR
Our Christmas bazaar fundraiser went very well this year. The vendors were very complimentary and many
people attended. There were many requests for information about The Woman’s Club of Olympia.
GUESTS
Our guests were introduced to the group. Pat Krueger came here from North Dakota. She is a retired mental
health counselor. She hopes to meet new people and be involved in the community. Yen Huynh came to the
bazaar and wanted to hear more about us. She works for the Dept. of Corrections.
SALVATION ARMY PROJECT
Members brought items for our Christmas giving for a family sponsored by The Salvation Army. Gail Crump
organized this project and will take the items to the Salvation Army for distribution.
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NUTCRACKER AT THE WASHINGTON CENTER
This Sunday, members will attend the Nutcracker at the Washington Center at 2:00. Dani Lewis and Luellen
Charneski arranged this for us. Dani reminded attendees to bring your proof of COVID vaccination or of a
negative COVID test.
GIVING TREE
Sandra Groves introduced a special project that is dear to her heart. She decorated a Christmas tree with
requests with tags for animals at the Olympia Animal Shelter. These items will be collected and distributed the
first week in February. Please take a gift request and bring it to our February meeting
ENTERTAINMENT
Brianna Kramer provided a beautiful program of songs for the Christmas Season. She was invited by Dani Lewis
and graciously entertained us with many favorites. Brianna owns a private voice studio in Olympia. She can be
reached at KramerStudio@gmail.com. Everyone enjoyed the beautiful music and Brianna’s delightful
personality. She is a wonderful entertainer.
FUNDRAISING
Cindy Bassage and Sandra Groves are collecting recipes for a WCO fundraiser. The recipes will be compiled in a
book. The plan is to have the recipe books ready for the GFWC Spring Convention in April. Thank you to
everyone who worked and contributed to the holiday bazaar.
ARTS AND CULTURE
Dani Lewis said that members attending the Nutcracker on Sunday, December 12 will meet at the Washington
Center between 1:30 and 1:45. Luellen Charneski will have the tickets for you. We will be sitting on the main
level. You will be asked to show photo ID and proof of COVID vaccinations or a negative COVID test.
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Gail Crump will collect all the gifts for the Salvation Army family brought in today and then send out an email for
what she still needs to collect. Thank you for all your help in making this a good Christmas for this family.
EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES
There will be no ESO book club in December.
ENVIRONMENT
Bring your Christmas cards to us and they will be reused for projects at the Senior Center in Lacey or the STAR
program. Linda Wolfe made another pine cone wreath and Jennifer Minich donated $100 for it.
HEALTH AND WELLNESS
We have collected 253 socks for the Little Red Schoolhouse distribution day. Our goal is to collect 500 socks this
year. Any size socks are accepted.
HOUSE
Mary Siddell has spoken with Reliable Electric about fixing the lights on our parking lot. The lot is very dark at
night. Interior painting is scheduled for the week after Christmas.
LIBRARIAN
Luellen Charneski would welcome help with our archives from anyone interested in our history.
MEMBERSHIP
At the recent holiday bazaar, twenty-two people asked for more information about the work of The Woman’s
Club of Olympia. Pat Keith and Linda Wolfe responded to this request.
REMEMBRANCE
Please tell Pat Keith if you know anyone who we can send remembrance cards to. At this time we are keeping in
touch with Anita Quintana, Margo Anderson, Dianne Weaver and Ann Bowen.
REPORTING
December is the last month of our reporting year. Mary Siddell is collecting volunteer hours and donations for
the reports that will be written and submitted by February 15. Our reports are sent to the district, state level
and even to the international level of GFWC.
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RESERVATIONS
Anna McKinney reported that we have 6 events scheduled for December at the clubhouse. Over 20 phone calls
came in yesterday with 4 new leads.
SCHOLARSHIPS
Linda Wolfe is collecting the scholarship applications as they come in. Our due date this year is December 15.
Linda Wolfe, Cindy Bassage and Katrina Wynkoop Simmons are on the scholarship committee this year.
Interviews will be held the second week of January.
WOMAN’S HISTORY
Luellen Charneski will speak at a ZOOM meeting for AAUW in March. She was asked by Betty Brinkman.
EVENING GROUP
Susan Herring talked to us about Relay for Life and about research being done for cancers in animals. April 30 is
Walk Day.
50/50 RAFFLE
Anna McKinney won $24 from the 50/50 raffle.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:00.
Submitted by Mary Siddell, Secretary.

COOKBOOK UPDATE
We are continuing to collect recipes for our cookbook. Many yummy recipes are already
coming in and we can use yours too! Send them either to Sandra Groves or Cindy Bassage.
We plan to put the book together and have it printed before the April 23 rd GFWC State
Convention in Olympia. The book will be for sale as a fundraiser during the tour of The Abigail
Stuart House on April 23rd available to convention attendees. Pat Keith has generously
provided some of her wonderful watercolors of the Olympia area which will be used on the
cover and the divider pages throughout the book. It will be a total work of art!!!! So go through your recipes and
share them!
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Community Service Volunteer Hours and Contributions
Member Name
Enter your total hours and contributions. Projects will be reported to the State GFWC.

PROJECT
ARTS & CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT
Federation Forest
Recycling
Gardening

EDUCATION & LIBRARIES

HEALTH & WELLNESS

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH
MEMBERSHIP

FUNDRAISING

COMMUNICATION AND
PUBLIC RELATIONS
WOMEN’S HISTORY

LEADERSHIP
GFWC SIGNATURE PROJECTS

Domestic violence awareness & prevention

NOTES

VOLUNTEER
$
IN KIND
HOURS
DONATED DONATIONS

