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PRESIDENT S MESSAGE
Whew! It has already been another month. The
days seem to run together for me and then time just
gets away from me. Autumn is here and the
weather is getting nippier! Election Day is coming
and then the holidays are going to be upon us.
I hope you are all doing well and coping with our pandemic situation. I
kn i i ha d b in me a I m ge ing ed i I ill ne e ge
used to wearing a mask though!
The Club is doing well. Cards and telephone calls are being sent to
members who are having difficulties and we are trying to keep up with
anyone who may need assistance. Please do not hesitate to let one of us
know if you need something. We are here for you!

PLANNER
NEXT MEETINGS
November 3, 2020 at NOON
Program Health & Wellness
Tea Committee - Executive Board
Brown Bag Lunch or Snack
November 11, 2020
Evening Meeting (7:00 pm.)
Contact Us:

The Woman s Club of Olympia
1002 Washington Street SE
Olympia, Washington 98501-1352
(360) 753-9921

Sandra Groves, President

KITCHEN TOWEL REPLACEMENT
Our members really stepped up to replace our kitchen towels at the
October meeting. We now have a large stack of new towels, some
washcloths and some hot pads. GREAT JOB! Those threadbare towels
can now become recycled into cleaning rags!

Website:
www.womansclubofolympia.org

REQUEST FOR NEW GRANT FUNDS
The W man Cl b f Ol m ia ha a lied f
a g an h gh
ThurstonStrong of Puget Sound which is distributing federally apportioned
funds for non-profits affected by the Covid 19 Pandemic. Since we have
lost revenue from not being able to rent the house to the public, we have
definitely been affected. The application is in the process and we should
know by the first part of November if we will receive any funds.

Search Facebook for:
Abigail Stuart House-Woman's Club of Olympia

Newsletter Editor: Sandra Groves
sandragroves10@gmail.com

THE WOMAN S CLUB OF OLYMPIA REPORTER

November 2020

Page 2 of 8

VOLUNTEER CORNER
PERIOD DAY DONATIONS
The E ening G
s Product Drive for feminine hygiene products was a success according to Jennifer Minich,
evening coordinator. Collections were taken on the front porch of the Abigail Stuart House on October 3 and
October 11 from 11 a.m
n n Pa ne ing i h he W man Cl b f Ol m ia a he National Organization
of Women of Thurston County and the Thurston League of Women Voters.
This two-day event netted 4,946 pads and 1,470 tampons. Also collected were 126 wipes and donations of
$115.00. The items collected will be donated to CIELO, Community Youth Services, Family Support Center,
SafePlace Ol m ia The O he Bank and he Th
n C n F d Bank The W man Cl b al added h ee
persons to its contact list for future club happenings.

FUNDRAISER UPDATE
We are continuing to collect your donations and put them in the
attic until January. Don t forget to ask your relatives and
your neighbors to donate. Contact Sandra Groves if you
have any question about what to include or not include or check
the website for Value Village to see what they will not accept.

ESO GROUP MEETING
Our book club meets the 4th Monday of every month and we will be meeting September 28 th at 1:30 p.m. at the
Abigail Stuart House. Refreshments will be provided. Please think about joining our group of readers. We do
not all read the same book. Each of us have different tastes in books. We give reports on the books we read
and share them among ourselves. We have a fun time and would love for our group to grow and prosper. We
have lots of books at our lending library and Anna McKinney will be updating the library by sorting and adding
ne b k L
f e le a e checking
he lib a
d n mi

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT – Mary Siddell
Our scholarship committee met and talked about changes to the application process for 2020-2021. We sent
the current application to the career counselors of all Thurston County high schools. The deadline for our
application is Monday, January 11. We are proud to offer $7,000 in scholarships this year. Scholarship winners
will be chosen in early February.
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HOUSE REPORT – By Mary Siddell
It is fun to sit back and admire all the work that has been accomplished in our clubhouse during the grant
project. Our contractors were amazing! This month we will see more changes. On Thursday, the windows were
washed inside and out on the main and second story levels. We arranged for two new toilets to be installed in
the upstairs bathrooms in early November. We will finalize our electrical projects by installing a motion sensor
light at the top of the staircase. We have worked on our homeless issues by removing the outside power source
and by locking the water faucet. We also received a bid for some fencing to discourage folks from sleeping on
our property. I hope you enjoy all the changes.

REPORTING YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS
Please report your hours of service and any donations made for our projects by completing the reporting form or by
sending them to Mary Siddell at msiddell@comcast.net. The year is going by quickly and Mary will be compiling everything
in the next few months. If you have questions, please contact Mary.

AWARDS RECEIVED
On Saturday, October 17th, the Peninsula District held its Fall Conference on Zoom
f ma hich a a ended b i W man Cl b f Ol m ia Membe The
awards from the cancelled Spring Conference were awarded and Olympia won
awards for our reports on Arts, Education, Leadership and Legislation and Public
Policy. Great Job to WCO! Your volunteer hours go into the compilation of our
annual reports and the reports are judged at both the District and State levels.
We do a good job, so keep it up. During the Covid-19 Lock Down, we can still
ec d h
f hing e d D n f ge
fill in
l n ee h
n he
sheet attached to the end of this newsletter.

WCO NOW HAS ZOOM ACCOUNT
In order to hold meetings via Zoom since we are only allowed 10 people in person at
meetings and events, Sandra Groves purchased a Zoom License for the Club. The Zoom
Account allows us to hold unlimited meetings on-line for up to 100 attendees for the next
year. Hopefully after the one year is finished, we will be back to our usual in person
meetings. This winter may make holding meetings very difficult if the Covid-19 cases increase and we are
locked down again. Zoom meetings are easy to attend and we will be making sure everyone can do it. Specific
instructions will be sent out. Our first trial of the program will be for our November 3rd meeting. We will have
in-person participants (only 10) and any other member can attend on-line. Get excited about it because it may
be necessary for the near future.

MEMBERSHIP YEARBOOK
The Membership Yearbook for 2020-2021 has been handed out to several members
who have attended meetings. If you do not have yours yet, please let Sandra Groves
know so she can get one to you. We still have some left and the booklet is a valuable
tool for keeping track of programs, meeting dates and member contact information.
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CLUB ARCHIVES
Luellen Charneski is our archive specialist and she does a fabulous job of upkeep on
our library and documents. Luellen and Sandra Groves sorted through boxes and
boxes of old financial records and made the decision that keeping the last 10 years
worth of cancelled checks and volumes of paper was all we needed. They
continued looking through the paperwork, saving what they found interesting and
ended up throwing out 8 paper grocery bags stuffed full of documents. These bags
were taken to a shredding event held in Lacey by Twin Star Credit Union and were
shredded for free.
Minutes from both Board and Membership Meetings were found in different boxes in an upstairs cupboard so
we sorted them, and they are ready to be checked against what we have in archive boxes to make sure we
have complete sets and we can reduce paperwork by eliminating duplicates. This is a time consuming job and
we would like your help. If you have any interest in helping with the archive projects to preserve our history,
please contact Luellen Charneski.

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
October 6, 2020
The meeting was called to order at 12:07 by President Sandra Groves followed by a group reading of the Collect
and The Pledge of Allegiance.
NEW MEMBERS
Sandra introduced our guest, Martha, who is a former member of the Junior Women with Linda Wolfe. Sandra
also welcomed Gail Crump, Ellen Wagner, Cindy Bassage and Anna McKinney, joining us this year from other
clubs. New member, Fran Beard, will be initiated at the October evening meeting.
MINUTES
The minutes of the General Meeting held on September 1, 2020 were approved as written.
TREASURER S REPORT
Sandra Groves reported on the Profit and Loss statement through September, 2020. It shows minus $16,502.62
for the club account, but $22,000 is ready for deposit to offset this amount. The House account had no income
for September. Bills were paid for electricity, garage and utilities. We will soon have the bookkeeping program
on our club computer. When this is available, Ellen Wagner will take up the duties of Club Treasurer.
EVENING GROUP
Jennifer Minich and Sandra Groves collected Feminine Hygiene products on Saturday, October 3 at the
clubhouse to be donated in honor of Period Day. Donations filled half the front porch area. Jennifer also
registered people to vote. Evening group members will also be available on Saturday, October 10, from 11-12
for more donations.
DISH TOWEL DONATIONS
Thank you to all who brought new dish towels to replace our old tattered ones in our clubhouse kitchen. Anita
Quintana, Tea Chairman, will organize them, replacing the old towels with new ones.
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RAFFLE
Linda Wolfe, chairman for the Environment Committee, created a beautiful pinecone wreath to raffle off at this
meeting. Proceeds will go to purchasing daffodil bulbs to be planted to increase pollination and provide beauty
to gardens. Tickets are $2.00 each. $59.00 was made on this raffle.
LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE
WCO received a thank you from the Little Red School House folks for our donation of 1300 socks for the 2020
school year. Distribution was handled through Community Liaison personnel. They asked us to continue
donating socks or cash for the coming school year.
PENINSULA DISTRICT FALL CONFERENCE
Cindy Bassage, President of the Peninsula District, announced that all are welcome to join the virtual Fall
Conference to be held on October 17 from 10:00 to 12:30. Please send in your registration that was recently
sent out by Sandra Groves. You may contact Cindy for more information. At the conference, awards for last
year will be announced. A f iend hi ba ke ill be affled ff Cind
jec a e iden i i led Slee In
Heavenly Peace. This is a non-profit group from Chehalis. Volunteers are building beds for children who need
them. A set of bunk beds costs $350. WCO members and their families can participate in building them if
interested. You will hear more information about this project at the Fall Conference.
GRANT MONEY AND HOUSE REPORT
On Wednesday and Thursday this week, 18 broken panes will be replaced at our clubhouse by D.K. Boos Co.
Chrystal Clear will wash our windows inside and out on October 22. Drapes and window coverings will be
washed and replaced once this is done. We are waiting for a final bill from Reliable Electric. They removed the
power plug outside our building because people were using this power source at night when sleeping in our
parking lot. Mary is working with plumbers to replace the upstairs toilets.
SCHOLARSHIPS
The Scholarship Committee will meet at the clubhouse this Friday, October 9, at 10:00 to begin the scholarship
process for the year. Denise LaFlamme, Dianne Weaver, Mary Siddell, Linda Wolfe and Katrina WyncoopSimm n ill be
king ge he
ch e hi ea
inne
LIBRARIAN
With all the work in the House, we have uncovered many documents that need to be catalogued. Linda Wolfe
and Sandra Groves, together with their husbands, visited a shredding event at the Twin Star Credit Union, with 8
bags of shredding. Luellen found some archival boxes to store important documents. These were purchased
when Rosie, a student at Evergreen College, worked on our archives for her Masters Project. We will put them
to good use. Sandra uncovered a report from the 1960s of interest to all of us. She read this report on a
Community Improvement Project which WCO members implemented. They purchased a dilapidated old house
next to The Abigail Stuart House. They took down the house, cleared the lot, paved it and created a new
parking lot for members and neighbors to use.
PROGRAM
Anna McKinney, Chairman of Education and Libraries, provided the program today. She has been researching
some volunteer activities for us. The Olympia School District is in need of reams of copy paper for packets
needed for students as they study at home. Sandra will provide a coupon to us given through GFWC-WS, which
will give the buyer a great discount at Office Depot. Anna also looked into the Pajama Program, which provides
new pajamas and books to foster kids or guests at domestic violence shelters. They would love donations. Anna
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also pointed out that we have a Little Free Lending Library in our hall. All are welcome to bring a book, take a
book, and enjoy. Our ESO Book Club will meet on October 26 at 1:30 at the clubhouse. We welcome you to
come and talk about the books you are reading and enjoy refreshments and conversation.
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
Gail Crump introduced us to a project she supports that provides shoeboxes full of treasures for needy children
around the world for Christmas. Basically, you choose a shoebox, fill it with fun toys, hygiene items and school
supplies, and donate $9 to pay for shipping. Drop Off week is Nov. 16-23. Gail described this project for us to
consider under Civic Engagement. For more information see SAMARITANSPURSE.ORG.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Denise LaFlamme and Anna McKinney are looking into an alternative to the Holiday Bazaar. They propose
having a porch sale on Nov. 7 or 14, from 10
The ale
ld incl de i em f m Sea le Child en G ild
who we partner with, and a bake sale. Discussion was held and lots of ideas were considered. Volunteers
signed up to help.
PROGRAM FOR NEXT MEETING
Carol Valley, Chairman for Health and Wellness, will provide the program at our November General Meeting.
HOSPITALITY AND REMEMBRANCE
Pat Keith sent out cards to Ellen, Wagner, Margo Anderson and Dody Saeger. Please send her names of any
members who are facing difficult times. Pat is taking over for Dody as she recuperates from a recent illness.
TEA COMMITTEE
Anita Quintana thanked all who brought store-made ea f
all our tablecloths, placing them in the new cupboards.

da

mee ing She and Linda W lfe

gani ed

VILLAGE FUNDRAISER
WCO is sponsoring a fundraiser through Value Village on January 7. Please collect used clothing and household
items for our event in January. All items can be stored in the clubhouse attic. Fabric donations are welcome.
Check the newsletter for items that cannot be included. Everything must be donated in one load so we have a
truck ready to take items to the facility.
The next General Meeting will be held on November 3, 2020 at 12:00.
The meeting was adjourned at 1:50.
Submitted by Mary Siddell, Secretary

The November meeting will be held on
election day. Remember to vote early.
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OFFICE DEPOT DISCOUNT CARD
You may have heard that GFWC Members can save on purchases at Office Depot but did
you ever find out how to get that discount? The discount is offered by using the card
and account number pictured here. Print this off and put it in your wallet or purse.
When you visit the Office Depot provide the number at check out and the discount will
be applied. More than 50% off on most items.
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Community Service Volunteer Hours and Contributions
Member Name
Enter your total hours and contributions. Projects will be reported to the State GFWC.

PROJECT
ARTS & CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT
Federation Forest
Recycling
Gardening
EDUCATION & LIBRARIES

HEALTH & WELLNESS

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH

MEMBERSHIP

FUNDRAISING
COMMUNICATION AND
PUBLIC RELATIONS
WOMEN S HISTORY
LEADERSHIP
GFWC SIGNATURE PROJECTS

Domestic violence awareness & prevention

NOTES

VOLUNTEER
$
IN KIND
HOURS
DONATED DONATIONS

