The Woman’s Club of Olympia

JOURNAL
SUMMER 2022

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello, WCO Members. It was so great to see you
all at the Scholarship Luncheon. I hope you had a
chance to see and talk to the winning students.
What a great group of kids. It's too bad we don't
hear more about the good things that our students
are doing in the community. It was so wonderful listening to the
happy conversations and laughter at the tables...and the food was
delicious. Thank you all for your support as we go forward with the
next two years.
This year I hope to work on making partnerships with other nonprofits in the community, especially women's groups. So if you have
a group that would like to work with us on a project, have them get
in touch with me. ((360-491-7593). If you have an idea or a project
that you'd like to do, please present it to the club. While I love the
tradition of the club, the way forward is through new ideas and new
projects. So I'd love the opportunity to listen to every new idea.
As we break for the summer, remember to keep your gardening
hours, walking and swimming for health. In the arts, count your
concert time, painting and crafting. When we quantify our hours in
the community as an organization, everyone wins and it's amazing
how much gets done and how many hours add up! Mary Siddell will
take the hours for our reports.
See you back in September. Have a great summer. Thanks for
your support.

PLANNER
NEXT MEETINGS
General Membership
September 6, 2022 at noon
Evening Meeting:
September 14, 2022 7:00 p.m.
6:30 Social Time

Contact Us:

The Woman’s Club of Olympia
1002 Washington Street SE
Olympia, Washington 98501-1352
(360) 753-9921

Website:
www.womansclubofolympia.org

Search Facebook for:
Abigail Stuart House-Woman's Club of Olympia

Linda Wolfe

DUES ARE DUE
Most of you have paid your dues for the 2022-2023 term. If not,
you can pay online, put a check in the mail, or drop a check in the
mailbox at the kitchen door. We want your name in the yearbook.

Newsletter Editor:
sandragroves10@gmail.com
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TEA COMMITTEE PLANNING
Tea Chair, Anita Quintana, and her team will be helping all our new and returning members with what
needs done before each meeting. The Board has recommended brown bag lunches, since we meet at
12:00 noon. Her team will be in charge of a dessert. The Tea Committee will set up tables and chairs and
start coffee and hot water. It's fun to decorate the table tops with whatever makes you happy! Make it
fun. Each month the Tea Committee members make sure everything is put away, lights off, heat down,
and all locked up and ready for the next rental.. but it's helpful if you can put your chair away!

LOOKING FOR TEACHERS OR LEADERS
FOR SPECIAL PROJECTS DAYS
We are thinking about having one day projects at the clubhouse. For example,
wreath making, flower arranging and painting classes, or maybe a Bingo Day or
card party? Depending on the participation of our members and their friends we
could expand these events, and maybe use some events as fundraisers. If you
think of a craft project that you'd like to add, please call Cindy Bassage or Linda Wolfe. We want this year
to have fun projects, just for members and friends too.

PROGRAMS FOR THE COMING YEAR
We will be looking for speakers for each of our meetings. The speakers that we have had in the past are
community members letting our WCO club know what things we can do to help in the
community or interesting projects going on in the area. Speakers are limited to 20
minutes with 10 minutes for questions. If you have a great speaker in mind, let Katrina
or Linda know.
Woman's Club of Olympia has a Day meeting at 12 noon the 1st Tuesday of the
month, and an Evening meeting at 7:00 pm at the 2nd Wednesday of the month.
Members can attend either or both. Each group operates a little differently.... and when you attend a
meeting, you always learn something new!

SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS HONORED
The scholarship winners for 2022
were honored at the June meeting of
The Woman’s Club of Olympia with a
lunch and cake in their honor. The
girls each spoke about their plans and
what school they will attend in the
fall. Each winner had family with
them to help celebrate.
Mia Williamson, Caroline Jenkins, Linda Wolfe, Lyli Marcos and Lauren Carpenter
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VOLUNTEER
CORNER
SOCK COLLECTION REACHES GOAL – Carol Valley
Woman's Club members have collected socks for the Little Red Schoolhouse for
several years. This time the goal was to collect 500 pair of socks and we surpassed
that amount with a total of 583!! Great job everyone!!
The Little Red Schoolhouse is a non-profit organization that provides backpacks,
school supplies and socks at no cost to families in need. Distribution day is usually
in August but was done a little different last September due to Covid and items
were given to Thurston County school districts to distribute to students in need.

WCO is planning a garage sale for October 8th. As you are
cleaning out this summer, please find a spot to save your
good useable items for our garage sale. We are asking
that you price your item before delivering them to the
Clubhouse. Watch for more information in September.
If you have any questions do not hesitate to give me a call. Cindy Bassage, Fundraising Chairman
Home (253-564-3304) Cell (253-232-3548) Email clbssage@comcast.net

JOURNAL YOUR SUMMER – Anna McKinney
My educational piece this month is "journaling over the next two months. Pick up a
notepad, jot down something you are grateful for each day, perhaps journal about
your adventures over the next two months, journal about your garden if you do so,
or whatever you would like to look back over at the end of summer and see what
you put down in the notepad.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT – Pat Keith
My favorite line from the WCO Collect for Women is “May we strive to touch and to know the great, common
human heart of us all”. I think this perfectly defines what the Woman’s Club is all about. Linda Wolfe and I see
the effect of this sentiment every day as we perform our duties with the Membership Committee. Here is what
the Committee does, what it is planning, and why it can have a bright future.
First, the Committee actively recruits potential new members, by word of mouth, posting information on the WCO
website, and providing information to all visitors to our building (renters and guests). We answer their questions,
give them updated Membership packets, and invite them to attend our general meetings.
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We are planning to host a WCO orientation seminar in the Fall (September/October) for all new members (which
will be anyone who has joined during the last two years). Due to the limited “in person face time” because of
Covid, we want to provide an opportunity to educate the members on the Club’s history, answer questions, and
solicit feedback. A questionnaire was recently sent to all members asking for their ideas for the next term. We
welcome your thoughts and creative suggestions!
Both Linda and I agree that belonging to the WCO needs to involve more than just doing donations to local causes
or fundraising. We also need to support the social and emotional needs of our members that make this Club a fun
and enjoyable place to come to. So, we are planning fun events that will take place during the next term. Some
will take place at the Club House and some will be doing local activities (and will be accommodating for both the
active and the less active). We will review the questionnaire responses and plan accordingly.
We were asked by a new member “How much TIME” does it take to belong to a committee?” Many new
members can be worried that joining would involve too much time and it would impact on their other
duties. Good news! The average time that you would probably do in a month would be about two hours. There
may be a few events that would take a little longer, but these are usually tied to something like the yearly report
to the Club.
Lastly, we would like at least two new members to join the
Membership Committee. We need to have the viewpoint and
feedback from women who have their own experiences and
interests. And, we would like to have their help connecting with other new members…….so, please consider
joining the Membership Committee! You can E Mail or call me (Pat Keith) or Linda Wolfe. Thank you!

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEMBERSHIP
June 7, 2022
The meeting was called to order at 12:08 by President Linda Wolfe followed by the Pledge of Allegiance and reading of the
Collect by members. Attendance included 17 members and 11 guests. Guests include the scholarship winners, their family
members and guest, Megan Ocherman.
Today is the Scholarship winner luncheon. All guests were welcomed. Lunch was served and the meeting restarted at
12:54. Welcome of the Scholarship winners and they were thanked for applying. Katrina Wynkoop-Simmons introduced
the winners:
 Lyli Marcos has taken extra classes and will graduate in two years. She wants to become a Physician Assistant.
 Mia Willianson will attend Fairhaven and is unsure of her career goal at this time.
 Lauren Carpenter will attend University of Washington in Seattle and wishes to study Neurology.
 Caroline Jenkins will attend University of Washington Seattle and will focus on Crime and Justice.
Minutes: Minutes were not distributed so will be voted on at the September meeting.
Financial Report
Net revenue for May, 2022 $3765.70. We will be working on a budget. Future reports will distinguish between the Club
and the House financial reports.
Committee Reports
The Tea Committee distributed a copy of the “Responsibilities of the Tea Committee” including the 2017 addition. The
Committee distributed a sign-up sheet for the 2022-2023 general meetings. Members are asked to find a substitute if
they are unable to fulfill their commitment. Monthly duties include making coffee and setting up tea table, centerpieces
(their choice), silverware, coffee cups and water glasses.
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Little Red Schoolhouse- Pat Keith
Socks for kids. So far we have over 500 sock pairs. This is a valuable and much appreciated project. We have had more
that 1000 kids needing socks. Many need them in adult sizes. Pat asked who had contributed socks and she gave each a
small gift of appreciation.
House – Mary Siddell
Getting a bid for porch repair and will perhaps paint the room upstairs. The Walk up sign is here and will be hung. The
House is in good shape and the cleaner is doing a good job. If we have back to back rentals we will need to prepare the
House for that. Currently we have two rentals scheduled in July, none in August and four in September. We need an
annual income of $20,000 to $30,000 to maintain the house.
Please send Community Service Volunteer Hours and Contributions to Mary Siddell.
Bazaar – Bazaar is scheduled for November 12th.
Membership/Remembrance – Pat Keith
We send get well and sympathy cards. These are more personal than an email and members have thanked us for the
cards. Please send an email to Pat Keith in there is someone who needs a card.
Other
We need members for Arts, Education, Environment and Civic Engagement.
Old Business:
 It is a tradition to present a red rose to the outgoing president. Linda Wolfe presented Sandra Groves with a red rose
plant.
 Sandra Groves will continue to write the newsletter.
 Paws for the Cause raised $10,000.
New Business
 Anna McKinney-- Zonta is presenting “Rhythm of Summer” on August 20th to benefit “Next Right Step.” The event will
include music, dancing, comedy and drums. Admission $50 per person.
 Susan Herring-“Relay for Life” for cancer survivors is scheduled for July 7th.
Raffle: $58, winner took home $29.
Board Meeting will be June 21, 2022 at 10:30 am.
Adjourn at 1:42.
Submitted by Irene Lewis, Secretary

OLYMPIA WOMEN’S CLUB EVENING MEETING
June 8, 2022
Participants: Darcy Huffman, Albany Coate, Jen Minich, Susan Herring, Linda Wolfe, Lisa Smith
6:30 --Tea, drinks, and treats
7:00 -- Introductions: Challenging and exhilarating experiences and personal introductions.
PROGRAM
Program on “Growing Triple Bottom Line Companies” (Economy, Equity, Ecology!). Many customers want to know more
about what they are buying, including if products are sustainably made, from local materials, organic ingredients or with
good labor practices, etc. Businesses that incorporate these practices often see a greater return and the planet/ their
customers benefit. Lisa Smith shared about tools and resources for growing more Triple Bottom Line companies in WA. It's
been a term for 15 years, and it is also called a circular product because it takes into account the waste stream into the
(manufacturing) process. Is this business creating a livable wage, is material compostable, build profit into the price. It
makes you feel good to have all of these in one product or business. There’s a story about interface carpets, the squares,
and they transformed from a non-sustainable company to a triple bottom line company. Ray Anderson read a book “Ecology
of Commerce” by Paul Hawken and transformed his carpet business into a triple bottom line or circular product model.
There are lean manufacturers, green manufacturers, organic farmers, and others working across sectors and not just in
start-up businesses. They analyze the ecological and social impacts, research alternatives and options, think about their
business and opportunities, and describe the value of their product in different ways. Decisions are made in
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business. These are the processes that all Enterprise for Equity businesses on https://www.enterprise-for-equity.org/shoplocal, which are all triple bottom line companies have gone through. Sophie Scoops is an example in Olympia. (Treats
provided) Lisa is visiting Denmark to see an example of industrial symbiosis, 30 manufacturers in an industrial park. There
were a few questions and answers following the presentation.
WOMAN'S CLUB BUSINESS
Darcy Huffman has been installed as a scholarship officer by Linda Wolfe.Handed out summer reading books for
September’s meeting.
SIGN UP SHEET FOR 2022-2023:
An evening meeting coordinator is needed. There is a vacancy to fill.
Susan Herring will serve as liaison between the day and evening meetings.
Jennifer Minich will run the September program, a new member meeting and book club (education & libraries.) Lisa Smith
will take minutes.
Lisa Smith will run the October meeting, perhaps on the topic of her Denmark trip or program to-be-determined. Linda
Wolfe will take minutes.
Linda Wolfe will run the November meeting on a to-be-determined topic. A person to take minutes is needed for the
November meeting.
There is no evening meeting in December.
A person is needed to run the January meeting. Susan Herring will take minutes.
Susan Herring will run the February program, and the topic is the environment. A person to take minutes is needed for the
February meeting.
A person is needed to run the March meeting. A person to take minutes is needed for the March meeting.
A person is needed to run the April meeting. Darcy Huffman will take minutes.
Darcy Huffman will run the May meeting on the topic of advocates for children. A person to take minutes is needed for the
May meeting.
Albany Coate will run the June meeting on a to-be-determined topic. A person to take minutes is needed for the June
meeting.
Topic choices are health & wellness, civic engagement & outreach, arts & culture, hands-on service project, Federation
Forest, or domestic & sexual violence awareness & prevention.
Respectfully submitted by Jennifer Minich

HOUSE REPORT – Mary Siddell
I have been the House chair since 2016. The previous House Chair had resigned so I took on the duties without
any training. As in most families, health issues are cropping up and I am needed at home more. I would love to
have someone work with me who is interested in learning what it takes to keep our beautiful, historical clubhouse
in good working order. Please consider sharing the duties with me. We are so fortunate to have this building to
care for. Upcoming projects include: gutter maintenance and repair, front porch painting and repair, interior
painting and touch up as well as a house inventory.

EDITOR’S NOTE – Sandra Groves
I appreciate everyone who stepped up to provide “news” for the “Newsletter”. Sometimes I struggle to find
enough to fill the Journal, but this month, I had an abundance of items to use. It was a particularly difficult week
since I lost my dog after having him with me for almost 17 years, so not having to struggle with putting out the
newsletter was a plus. Thank you!!!!! There will not be a newsletter for July but one will be published in late
August prior to the September meeting.
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MEET YOUR FELLOW MEMBERS
Beginning with this newsletter, we are bringing back the “Meet Your Members” wherein each month during the
year, we will publish a short biography of either a new member who has joined The Woman’s Club of Olympia, or
a seasoned member who has been around for a while. It is our hope that this will provide you an opportunity to
learn more about your fellow members.

This Summer Issue 2022 we feature new member, Pat Booth.
Pat is originally from Whittier, California. She and her husband planned to retire in Las
Vegas living with their son and his family. But their son and family decided to move to
Washington State and they decided to move with them, after one year in Nevada. Pat
was an administrative assistant to the assistant Superintendent of Human Resources of
the Whittier City School District. 2. Pat’s family have been in Olympia one year this
month (June). Pat and her husband are both retired and live with their son and
daughter-in-law who are both teachers. Also in the house are their two grandsons.
They also have a daughter and two granddaughters living in Longview, and their third
daughter lives in Las Vegas.
Pat’s previous volunteer service included being a Girl Scout leader, serving on the PTA board, volunteering with
the High School Band boosters for their kids’ high school, the Whittier Elks Club, and she was a Classified School
Employees board member. Outside of volunteering, Pat enjoys walking her dog with her husband, family hikes,
scrapbooking and card making. She participates in Letters against Isolation. Pat and her husband also enjoy RV
trips and off-road trips in the Jeep with their dog, Melanie.
Pat says she learned about The Woman’s Club of Olympia at the 2021 Holiday Bazaar and she signed up for
emailed information. She says she was impressed with all the different types of help this group contributes to
the community and she wants to help where it is needed. Pat expressed that she wants to be part of the projects
the Club does and that improve and contribute to the local community. She also enjoys that sense of teamwork
and building new friendships. The Woman’s Club of Olympia is lucky to have Pat join us.

TOURS OF WASHINGTON’S CAPITOL – Sandra Groves
There is a plethora of Washington State history that
you may not already know. I have just completed
intensive training to be a tour guide of the
Legislative Building and will be giving tours on the
1st and 3rd Saturday afternoons each month
beginning in August. Did you know that the Capitol
houses the largest Tiffany lamp in the rotunda (25
feet long and 8 feet wide weighing 5 tons)? There
are two Tiffany chandeliers in the Reception room
with over 10,000 Czech glass beads each! They are
priceless. Come tour with me. Call or email me to find out which days I will be on
duty. I welcome you all. There are elevators for easy access.
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Community Service Volunteer Hours and Contributions
Member Name
Enter your total hours and contributions. Projects will be reported to the State GFWC.

PROJECT
ARTS & CULTURE

ENVIRONMENT
Federation Forest
Recycling
Gardening

EDUCATION & LIBRARIES

HEALTH & WELLNESS

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT & OUTREACH
MEMBERSHIP

FUNDRAISING

COMMUNICATION AND
PUBLIC RELATIONS
WOMEN’S HISTORY

LEADERSHIP
GFWC SIGNATURE PROJECTS

Domestic violence awareness & prevention

NOTES

VOLUNTEER
$
IN KIND
HOURS
DONATED DONATIONS

